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Introduction. 


For many years the author of “The First and 
the Last” has made a special study of Revela- 
tion. Both as a pastor and a teacher, he has 
many times come to a place where he felt that 
the interpretations of the book of Revelation were 
not satisfactory. 

The manifest need of more unity in the faith; 
the conviction that many are experiencing the 
same lack of satisfactory explanation of this 
book; and also the call of many who know of 
this teaching, as given by the author in the 
Glad Tidings Bible Training School, have led the 
writer to modestly offer his contribution to the 
thinking public. In order that you may the more 
easily follow the author’s thought, the following 
suggestions are offered. 

First: Take the accompanying chart and study 
the divisions carefully, especially noting that the 
line of prophecy concerns Israel, not the Gentiles. 

Second: Notice another fact. The church of 
the Gentiles, which covers an indefinite period of 
time, is the vineyard, or house of Israel with the 
door opened to the Gentiles. 

Third: The time period given to the Gentiles 
will close at the end of the sixth seal, as seen in 
the seventh chapter of Revelation, seventeenth 
verse. 

Fourth: During this time period the church is 
reaching out for the full measure of the Gentiles, 
of which Paul speaks in Rom. 11:25. 

Fifth: Notice particularly that the outline, as 
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given on the chart, gives the events in the exact 
order in which they are given in the book of 
Revelation. 

Sixth: This order can not be changed by dis- 
locating any of its chapters, because of the inter- 
locking of the seven seals, the seven trumpets, 
and the seven vials. It may seem strange, to 
those who have not carefully studied the law of 
separation, that there are two distinct orders set 
forth. The first order terminates without inter- 
locking, between the sixth and seventh seals. 
This marks the end of the Gentile church period. 
The last order commences with the seventh, or 
last, seal and reaches to the glorious appearing 
of Christ. This last order is what Christ termed 
“last” (Israel), and the first order is what He 
termed “first” (Gentile). These two will be reck- 
oned with in this order. 

Seventh: The “first” will be dealt with in this 
book as belonging to the Gentiles, and the “last” 
as belonging to Israel. 

Eighth: The order of Israel was always first 
until the time that Christ gave the parable of the 
laborers. In that parable Christ said the first 
(Israel) would be last and the last (Gentiles) 
would be first. Le a 
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A Word of Appreciation. 


It has been my great good pleasure to have been 
in very close fellowship with Brother Ira E. Sur- 
face, the author of this work, for the past two 
years. During that time he has labored ardu- 
ously and incessantly in the Glad Tidings Bible 
Training School. 

I have been acquainted with this book from its 
inception. While at some points it may seem 
quite off the beaten paths, it will bear the most 
searching inspection and scriptural scrutiny. It 
is not the work of a few days. I have reason to 
know that this book is the product of mingled 
labor and prayers. 

In its publication at this crisis of the Gentile 
age, God surely has a beneficent purpose. It is 
my firm belief that “The First and the Last,” in 
the hands of God, will be the means of unifying 
the saints on certain points of widely divergent 
views, which have resulted from an unscriptural 
mixing of Jews and Gentiles. In these days of 
the great apostasy, which has so tremendously 
affected all Christendom, I believe it will stir 
thousands of hearts to diligence in effecting a 
greater nearness to Christ, by having every de- 
partment of their nature subdued and replaced by 
the indwelling Spirit. It will inspire many to be- 
come pre-eminent in saintship, and thus enter 
upon and maintain a position in the expectant 
rank of the Bride of Christ. 

Robert J. Craig. 
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Words of Commendation. 


Recommended for Study 


It gives me pleasure to introduce my friend 
and brother, Ira Edwin Surface, and his new 
book. All the books I ever read on Revelation 
have left much to be desired and many uncertain- 
ties. This new book, “The First and the Last,” 
throws light on some of these uncertain points. 

It gives me joy therefore to commend this book 
as making a real contribution towards the solu- 
tion of the great subjects found in the book of 
Revelation. In commending to the brethren the 
reading of this book, I do so as an individual 
brother in the Lord, and not as an official. May 
God make it a blessing to all who read it. 

E. N. Bell. 


I have had the privilege of hearing Brother 
Surface present the substance of this book, “The 
First and the Last,” by the aid of his chart which 
accompanies it, and from what I could gather of 
the author’s thought, I believe his arrangement 
and interpretation of scripture, as applied to the 
subject in hand, to be worthy of a most careful 
perusal and scriptural scrutiny. I also believe 
that it will prove to be a valuable aid to the study 
of prophecy. J. T. Boddy. 


In the new book, “The First and the Last,” the 
author, Elder Ira E. Surface, has developed the 
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law of separation in dealing with God’s purpose 
for the future and His thought for His people 
Israel. 

In my opinion the book is worthy of careful 
study by all who are interested in prophecy and 
its fulfillment. J. W. Welch. 
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CHAPTER I. 
God’s Covenanted People. 


In the great economy of God there are two 
things which are very evident. First: The pur- 
pose of God to recover the human race from its 
fall and estrangement from God by disobedience. 
Second: To restore the earth from the curse of 
sin to its Edenic purity and beauty. 

The promise of God is constructed on faith and 
obedience. This involves man’s choice, the ex- 
ercise of which God has never denied to him. 
Man was created with a right to choose, which 
is a very precious endowment. God, by His own 
economy, can have no service but a willing serv- 
ice; no subjects but willing subjects; no love 
but that which is constrained by His goodness; 
no nation but one which is constructed and edu- 
cated in the knowledge and obedience of the Al- 
mighty God. 

God’s purpose in the salvation of the world 
is infallible. He may change His plan, for it is 
quite evident that God’s will has not always been 
considered in the execution of His purpose, be- 
cause man is perverse and often insists upon hav- 
ing his own way, rather than God’s way. Man 
has, under the permissive will of God, made de- 
tours from the plan of salvation, so that his 
path seems like a zig-zag trail—now this way 
and again that way—but, thank God, ever for- 
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ward toward the fixed and ultimate purpose of 
God. 

That purpose of God is far-reaching, and 
therein is involved the element of faith. The 
fulfillment of God’s purpose is still in the future. 
Some, whose faith in God has not been adequate 
to enable them to look through all the mazes 
and labyrinths of confusion which cross their 
path, have fallen by the wayside. Others, whose 
eye of faith can pierce through it all and behold 
His promise afar off, are the ones whom the 
Father has called to execute His plan. 

God’s apparent delay in the fulfillment of His 
purpose is no evidence of a change in the mind 
of the Almighty. His delay is not slackness. In 
2 Pet. 3:8, 9, we are exhorted: “‘Be not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slack concerning His prom- 
ise, aS some men count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

God’s plan, then, is to get a people for Him- 
self who are willing and obedient to His truth; 
who will possess a living faith in Him; who will 
love Him, constrained by a knowledge of His 
providence; who look upon Him as the only true 
God; who will, amidst the babel of false doctrines, 
“isms,” and deceptions, cleave unto Him as unto 
the one Almighty, Everlasting, and Unchange- 
able Creator. His great heart yearns for such a. 
people. He hates deception and His nature com- 
pels Him to cast it from Him; but, if we will draw 
nigh unto God, He will draw nigh unto us. We 
see, then, from the foregoing, that God’s pur- 
pose to save the human race has a plan of exe- 
cution, which must be wrought out by men of 
His choice, in whom He has seen the element of 
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faith and obedience. Since it must be a willing 
obedience, and worshipful love to God, it must 
be wrought out and executed under. covenant re- 
lation with the Almighty God, and with man. 

The real thought of this chapter is that God 
calls men through whom He can work out His 
great purpose, and thus accomplish the salvation 
of man. 

God called Noah to construct an ark for the 
preservation of the race. After the ark was 
completed, God said, “Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous 
before Me in this generation,” Gen. 7:1. God 
called Noah because in him He had seen right- 
eousness. Noah had a righteous faith and a 
righteous obedience. He was a faithful preacher 
of righteousness. God chose him and separated 
him from the people of his day, and gave him a 
covenant, as recorded in Gen. 9:9: “And I, be- 
hold I establish My covenant with you and with 
your seed after you; and with every living crea- 
ture that is with you,” etc. Noah did not find 
it easy to exercise his faith. It is one thing to 
have faith in God, and another thing to exercise 
that faith in obedience. Both were necessary, 
and God chose Noah because he possessed those 
requisites. God honored him and his seed by 
making them a repository of His truth. 

God called Abraham out from his country and 
kindred, saying, “I will make of thee a great na- . 
tion, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed,” Gen. 12:1-8. Here, again, is seen how 
God chooses men because of obedience. 

Notice that Heb. 11:6 emphasizes this requisite 
of faith and willing obedience: “But without faith 
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it is impossible to please God: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that He is, and that He is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 

Notice again, that our attention is called to 
the fact that the faith of Abraham was an 
obedience, founded upon simple faith in God’s 
word. “By faith, Abraham, when he was called 
to go out into a place which he should after re- 
ceive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went,” Heb. 11:8. 
Thus, all through this eleventh chapter of Heb- 
rews, we can follow the men of faith whom God 
has honored. He made them the repository of 
His word. 

There is an interesting incident in the life of 
Abraham, which emphasizes the necessity of will- 
ing obedience to the details of God’s word. When 
Abraham answered to God’s call he took with 
him his father, also his nephew, Lot. God had 
told him to come out from his country, which he 
did; and from his kindred, which he did not. 
God did not fulfill His promise to Abraham and 
Sarah until a complete separation had been ef- 
fected, and Abraham stood alone. 

In the meantime, Abraham had taken a Gentile 
concubine, and begat Ishmael. Ishmael was of 
the seed of Abraham, but not of Sarah; therefore, 
as God demanded not only faith, but explicit 
obedience from Abraham, concerning the cove- 
nant, He could not fulfill His part of the covenant 
until Abraham had separated from all other re- 
lationships. Although Ishmael was Abraham’s 
son, God would not accept him because he was 
not a pure seed, as seen in Gen. 17:18-21. ‘And 
Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might 
live before thee! And God said, Sarah, thy wife, 
shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call 
his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant 
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with him for an everlasting covenant, and with 
his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard thee: behold, I have blessed him and will 
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceed- 
ingly, . . . but My covenant will I establish 
with Isaac.” 

Here we see the fact that God chose the man, 
created the seed, and gave to that seed His im- 
mutable word of promise, making Isaac the heir 
- to the promised inheritance. This fact is signif- 
cant. The promise of God reposed in Isaac, not 
in Ishmael. Ishrnael represents the Gentiles, 
who have no part in the covenant, but are grafts, 
to whom salvation has come by grace. 

We see how diligently and zealously God projects 
that covenant to all generations. In 1 Chron. 
16:15-17 are these words: “Be ye mindful always 
of His covenant, the word which He commanded 
to a thousand generations; even of the covenant 
which He made with Abraham, and of His oath 
unto Isaac; and confirmed the same to Jacob for 
a law and to Israel for an everlasting covenant.” 
And again, in Psalms 89:3, 4, we see: “I have 
made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn 
unto David My servant, thy seed will I establish 
forever, and build up thy throne to all genera- 
tions.” 

Notice how the utterances of prophecy confirm 
the endurance of the covenant. ‘For the moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but 
My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither 
shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee,” Isa. 54:10. 

God assures His people, Israel, of His faithful- 
ness to that covenant in Isa. 59:21: “As for Me, 
this is My covenant with them, saith the Lord; 
My Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which 
I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of 
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thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith 
the Lord, from henceforth and forever.” Paul 
in Romans 9:4, confirms this prophecy. “Who 
are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and the prom- 
ises.” 

But prophecy not only verifies this covenant, 
but identifies it as the promise of the Messiah 
made to Israel, thus making this covenant the 
foundation of the gospels. In Isaiah 9:6, 7, this 
covenant is identified with the prophecy concern- 
ing the Christ. “For unto us a Child is born, unto 
us a Son is given: . . . of the increase of His 
government and peace there shall be no end,” 
ete. How faithful God is! His covenant is em- 
phatically a covenant with Israel, and its ful- 
fillment, although apparently delayed, was as- 
sured again and again until it became the glorious 
hope of that chosen people. 

God does not leave the subject there, however, 
lest some one might say that Israel forfeited her 
place in this marvelous covenant, when she 
rejected the Son whom God sent. Man may be 
unfaithful, but God is ever faithful. 

Listen to the words of that old seer, Simeon, to 
whom God had revealed the wonderful event of 
the birth of the Messiah. He lifted the Child, 
Jesus, in his arms and said: “Now lettest Thou 
Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy 
word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of Thy people Israel,” Luke 2:28-32. 

Peter, in Acts 3:25, 26, referred to God’s cov- 
enant with Israel. He showed that they were the 
chosen vehicle to carry the blessing of God to all 
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the kindreds of the earth. “Ye are the children 
of the prophets, and the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, 
“And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the 
earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having 
raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from his in- 
iquities.” And again, in Acts 13:26, Paul says, 
“Men and brethren, children of the stock of Ab- 
raham, and whosoever among you feareth God, 
to you is the word of this salvation sent.” Then, 
when we read these words from Moses, which 
evidently refer to the present condition of this 
covenanted .people, we are amazed at the faith- 
fulness of God. ‘Yet for all that when they be 
in the land of their enemies I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them to destroy them 
utterly, and to break My covenant with them: 
for I am the Lord their God. But I will, for their 
sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, 
whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in 
the sight of the heathen, that I might be their 
God: I am the Lord,” Lev. 26:44, 45. 

Paul shows, in the eleventh chapter of Romans, 
how God is still yearning for His covenanted 
people. In verse one he says, “Hath God cast 
away His people? God forbid. For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 
Benjamin. God hath not cast away His people 
which He foreknew.” 

There is no questioning that Israel is broken 
off and scattered among all the nations. Paul 
says they have stumbled, but not that they should 
fall, but rather that through their fall salvation 
is come to the Gentiles (verse 11). When we 
notice the twelfth verse we exclaim in amaze- 
ment, How marvelous are Thy ways; O God, that 
Thou shouldst use the calamity of Israel, and 
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their scattering abroad, for the execution of Thy 
purpose in them. “Now if the fall of them be 
the riches of the world, and the diminishing of 
them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more 
their fullness?” Or, in other words, if God can 
use the blunders of Israel for His glory and for 
the salvation of the Gentiles, He can do infinitely 
more with these wonderful people when He gath- 
érs them again, and makes them complete in full- 
ness. They are impoverished now, but in their 
restoration they shall be rich in royal posses- 
sions; rich in the fruition of divine favor; rich 
in the presence of the Messiah. 

What if Israel has stumbled, if their stumbling 
has been our riches? What if they are broken 
off, if in their place the Gentiles have been 
grafted in? But the Gentiles can never realize 
what that breaking off meant to those chosen 
people of God, until, with new vision and new 
comprehension, they stand before Him, trans- 
formed and made like unto Him. It is useless 
for us to elaborate on this. Our life, our salva- 
tion, our hope, all that we have now by grace, 
all that will ever come to us, we owe to Him, 
who “came to His own, and His own received 
Him not.” 

Let us never lose sight of the eleventh chapter 
of Romans. When we begin to feel exalted in 
ourselves, let us read the eighteenth verse: 
“Boast not against the branches. But if thou 
pee thou bearest not the root, but the root 

ee.” 

We can not leave this subject until we notice 
how clearly Paul illustrates the restoration of 
Israel, after the Gentiles have been brought in, 
Rom. 11:23-27: “And they also, if they abide not 
still in unbelief shall be grafted in: for God is 
able to graft them in again. For if thou wert 
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cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, 
and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good 
olive tree: how much more shall these, which be 
the natural branches, be grafted into their own 
olive tree? For I would not, brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of 
the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall 
be saved: as it is written, There shall come out 
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob: for this is My covenant 
unto them, when I shall take away their sins.” 


We see in God’s covenant to Israel several most 
important facts that stand out as sentinels, point- 
ing the way to a clearer understanding of the 
holy scriptures. 


First: The purpose of God is eternal and un- 
changeable. It is inseparably connected with the 
covenant He made with Abraham. 


Second: It was necessary, in order to execute 
God’s plan of salvation, to have a people set apart 
to be the repository of His word. Therefore, He 
chose a man, Abraham; a seed, Isaac; a nation, 
Israel. These were to be that repository. 


Third: God chose the nation, which He called 
while yet in the loins of Abraham, to execute His 
plan of salvation, and commit to them particular 
favor. He spoke through them, revealed Himself 
to them, and loved them with an everlasting love. 

Fourth: Israel was disobedient, yet God will 
restore her to His favor, and gather her together 
again in her own place. 

Fifth: The Gentiles are dependent upon the 
Jew, Christ, for salvation, and are represented as 
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wild olives, grafted into the tame olive; being 
borne and sustained by the root, Christ. 

This, naturally and logically, introduces to us 
the next thought, which is separation. This we 
will consider in the next chapter. 


CHAPTER II. 
God’s Separated People. 


God’s purpose to use Israel as a vehicle by 
which to give to the world the plan of salvation, 
necessitated their being separated from all other 
nations: in faith, customs, character, and fellow- 
ship. The law of the clean and unclean, which 
occupies such a prominent place in the law of 
Moses, and which applies to every part of the 
practical life of Israel, is the law of separation. 


I. SEPARATION AS GOD WANTED IT 


They were not to mix the seed of their fields. 
They were not to mix wool with the linen of their 
garments. They were not to mix clean with un- 
clean beasts. They were cautioned against mixing 
with the Gentiles in any way. All their worship 
was to be purged of all that partook of Gentile 
customs. Any proselytes whom they took in were 
to undergo a severe ceremonial cleansing. Ali 
through the economy of Israel was running this 
searlet thread of separation. It has character- 
ized the house of Israel until the present time. 
They are still a separated people, and by reason 
of training and education, are intended to remain 
a separated people. 

It is not strange that God should demand a 
people thus separated. The nature of God de- 
manded that Abraham should separate himself, 
when he was called frgm Ur of the Chaldees, and 
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stand alone. Until Abraham did this, God did not 
fulfill His promise to him. But as soon as the 
father, who was an idolater, died, and Lot, whom 
God had not called, separated from him, God 
brought forth Isaac, according to His promise, 
and the covenant was established, as God had 
said, in Isaac. “And God said, Sarah thy wife 
shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call 
his name Isaac: and I will establish My covenant 
with him for an everlasting covenant, and with 
his seed after him.” Gen. 17:19. 

If we turn to the words of Moses, we will see 
that God very zealously separated His people 
from the customs of the Gentiles. “Ye are the 
children of the Lord your God: ye shall not cut 
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your 
eyes for the dead. For thou art an holy people 
unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath chosen 
thee to be a peculiar people unto Himself, above 
a the nations that are upon the earth,” Deut. 

4:1-2. 


1. God Wanted a Holy People 


God separated Israel unto holiness. They were 
the chosen people of God, who, above all other 
gods, was holy. He must be worshiped as holy; 
therefore, Israel had to be separated from all un- 
holiness to be the partakers of this holiness. 
Isaiah says (52:11), “Depart ye, go ye out from 
thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the 
midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels 
of the Lord.” Also Lev. 20:26, “And ye shall 
be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and 
have severed you from other people, that ye 
should be Mine.” It was not sufficient that Israel 
should separate themselves from all uncleanness 
and from all that was unholy, but from the top 
of the staff, high over all, that the nations might 
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see it, floated the banner, HOLINESS UNTO THE 
LORD. Israel’s testimony was holiness; her life 
was holiness, and her message of salvation to the 
world was a message of divine holiness. 


2. God Wanted a National People 


God also separated Israel unto an inheritance. 
If God so diligently separated Israel for such an 
exalted purpose as that of a nation called, sanc- 
tified, and equipped with divine equity, clothed 
with kingly authority, and in possession of the 
blessing and favor of Almighty God, it is reason- 
able that God would also separate a place for Is- 
rael to dwell in. This is what He did. He not 
only called a nation in a peculiar way, but with 
that call was coupled the promise of the land 
which had been promised to Abraham. 

When God called Abraham from among the 
Chaldean hills into the land of Canaan, He gave 
to him a vast tract of land. This is known as the 
Royal Grant. The title to this land has never 
passed from the hands of God. It has been lived 
upon and misused, but the title is still recorded 
in the record book of the King of Heaven. This 
land belongs to Abraham and his seed forever. 
He has it by divine right, and also by right of 
priority. 


Il. HEAR THE VOICE OF PROPHECY 


God is keeping and guarding this land, and will, 
some day, dispossess every alien. This Royal 
Grant was larger than what is now known as Pal- 
estine. Even now it is opening its gates to receive 
the chosen seed of a royal people—the Israel of 
God. Jeremiah (16:14, 15) says, “Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord. . . . The Lord liveth 
that ‘brought up the children of Israel . 
from the land of the north and from all the lands 
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whither he had driven them; and I will bring 
them again into their land that I gave unto their 
fathers.” Again Jeremiah (24:6) says, “For I 
will set Mine eyes upon them for good, and will 
bring them again to this land: and I will build 
them, and not pull them down; and I will plant 
them, and not pluck them up.” 

Again, hear how certainly prophecy speaks by 
the pen of Ezekiel (37:21, 22): “Thus saith the 
Lord God: Behold, I will take the children of Is- 
rael from among the heathen, whither they be 
gone, and will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own land: and I will make 
them one nation in the land upon the mountains 
of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: 
and they shall be no more two nations, neither 
shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more 
ateallc 

We find in Ezekiel 36:35 that the land is also 
to be restored: “This land that was so desolate 
is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste 
and desolate and ruined cities are fenced, and are 
inhabited.” 


Il. SEPARATION AS PAUL SAW IT 


Let us notice this separation of Israel as Paul 
saw it. He says, in Romans 9:4, “To Israel per- 
tained the adoption, and the glory, and the cov- 
enants, and the giving of the law, and the serv- 
ice of God, and the promises.’”’ Paul here recog- 
nizes the authority of Israel, because God had 
made them the repository of His covenant, with 
all its attendant blessings. The scripture quoted 
above shows the manifestation of God to Israel. 
The Gentiles knew nothing of this. Israel only 
was in touch with God. They talked with Him, 
and God communicated His will to them. No 
nation upon earth had such privileges as Israel. 
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And now, although they are scattered and have 
lost their identity as a nation, Paul declares they 
shall be regathered, Rom. 11:25-27. 


The intention of the author in using the word 
separation is not to show a distinction between 
Israel and the Gentiles, although there was, evi- 
dently, some distinction. Our purpose is to show 
the order in which these two classes will be dealt 
with in the book of Revelation. 


In Romans 11:17, 18, Paul uses a figure show- 
ing that the Gentiles partook of the fatness of 
the olive tree, but there was still a difference, 
“And if some of the branches be broken off, and 
thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in 
among them, and with them partakest of the 
root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not 
against the branches. But if thou boast, thou 
bearest not the root, but the root thee.” Notice 
there are four things which. Paul sets forth in the 
above scripture: 


First: The Gentiles were grafted in when Is- 
rael was broken and scattered. Jesus spoke of 
this when He approached Jerusalem the last time 
in mercy, and said, “If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day the things that be- 
long to thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes!” This is a sad picture of Israel. This 
marks the breaking off of the branches of Israel 
and the grafting in of the wild branches, the 
Gentiles. This actually took place and is recorded 
in Acts 13:46, saying, “It was necessary that the 
word of God should first have been spoken to you: 
but seeing you put it from you, and judge your- 
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn 
to the Gentiles.” God opened the house of Israel 
to the Gentiles by the fall of Israel. They had no 
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claims on God; no covenant with God, as did 
Israel. 

Second: The Gentiles were grafted in, contrary 
to nature. The wild olive is grafted into the tame 
olive, and partakes of the fatness of the tame 
olive root, but can never be the same as the tame 
olive. Here is a true picture of the way salva- 
tion came to the Gentiles. That salvation is not 
of them, for we are told that salvation is of the 
Jews. The Gentiles are the recipients of salva- 
tion by grace only—the grace that opened up the 
house of Israel. ‘For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God.” Christ is a Jew, and it is only 
through Christ dwelling in us that we live. 

Third: The Gentiles grafted into the house of 
Israel makes them dependent on that house for 
their spiritual existence. Paul speaks of this 
in Rom. 11:18: “Boast not against the branches. 
But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but 
the root thee.” There is absolutely no spiritual 
life to the Gentile, except by Christ. Paul says, 
if Christ be not risen we are of all men most 
miserable, because the life, both spiritual and 
national, of the house of Israel, would flicker and 
go out. If Christ, the representative of Israel, 
does not live, those who are dependent on them 
through Him can not live. But as long as the 
covenant of God stands, which will be until it is 
fulfilled, the chosen people of God will be the re- 
pository of the plan of salvation to the nations 
of the earth. This purpose of God will be ful- 
filled when the Jews again take possession of 
their royal inheritance, and as a nation extend 
the blessed gospel of salvation to the ends of the 
earth, and the Edenic purity and beauty of the 
world is restored. 

Fourth: That the word separation does not 
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always speak of distinction, but rather of the 
order of the first and the last. 


IV. SEPARATION AS JESUS SAW IT 


I want to show how Jesus makes a difference 
between Israel and the Gentiles. Let me repeat 
that God must have a separated people, until His 
purpose is accomplished in the complete restora- 
tion of national Israel to their inheritance under 
the glorious reign of the Messiah. Since the pur- 
pose of God is centered in the house of Israel 
to make them the repository of His communica- 
tions to the Gentiles, God will not deal the same 
way, dispensatively, with the Gentiles that He 
deals with the house of Israel. Then, if He can 
not deal alike with both, there must be, of neces- 
sity, a gathering of the Gentiles separate from 
the gathering of Israel. 

Therefore, there are two classes whom God 
rewards and judges on a different basis and at 
a different time. Jesus recognized this difference. 


Yo Israel First 


The house of Israel had always been first—first 
in God’s thought, first in God’s choice, first in 
God’s favor, first in God’s love; and, when Jesus 
came, first in the attention of Jesus. In John 
1:11, we find that Jesus “came to His own and 
His own received Him not.” How faithful God 
is! His covenant is ever before Him! He yearns 
for His chosen people, Israel. Israel was always 
first—first in the promises, the covenants, the 
prophecies, and the blessings of God; first to re- 
ceive the glad message of salvation, and also 
first to reject the Royal Messenger. 

To show how Jesus made a difference, let us 
particularly notice His words as recorded in 
Matt. 10:5, 6, which read: “Go not in the way of 
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the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” There is no uncertainty 
as to the attitude Jesus held toward the Gentiles, 
even at this time of His ministry. Again, still 
later, even in His commission to the disciples 
after His resurrection, He told them (Luke 
24:27) to begin at Jerusalem. In other words, 
they were to go to the Jews first with the gos- 
pel of repentance, and tell them “I forgive them.” 
Tell them first, then tell the world. 

We notice again, in the narrative of the woman 
of Canaan, how Jesus makes a difference between 
Israel and the Gentiles. The difference is em- 
phasized by the contrast He makes. To this 
woman, who is in great need, He seems almost 
harsh. ‘He answered her not a word.” The dis- 
ciples besought Him to send her away, then He 
spoke. Matt. 15:24-28: “But He answered and 
said, I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. Then came she and worshiped 
Him, saying, Lord, help me. But He answered 
and said, It is not meet to take the children’s 
bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, 
Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
from their masters’ table. Then Jesus answered 
and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daugh- 
ter was made whole from that very hour.” 

The purpose of the Father in sending His Son 
into the world was to confirm His covenant with 
Tsrael and to offer them salvation and a King, that 
the world might be blessed according to the 
promise to Abraham. Can any doubt UChrist’s 
attitude, as shown in verse twenty-six? He was 
not offering Himself to the Gentiles, but to the 
house of Israel. He was Israel’s Bread, the Man- 
na that came down from heaven. The invited 
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guests were the whole house of Israel. The Gen- 
tiles had no part in this feast, but were to be 
benefited indirectly. So the woman said, ‘Truth, 
Lord, but the dogs (Gentiles) eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their masters’ table.” When this 
woman acknowledged her relationship to Israel, 
and recognized that she merited nothing, and 
realized that if she received help it was because 
of the great heart of love she was addressing, 
then Jesus did help her, and acknowledged her 
faith as great. Who has not felt such a response 
from Jesus when he has thus approached Him? 

It is probable that some will say, “Where then 
is the hope of the Gentile?” In due time and in 
proper order we will answer this question. 

Let me say that no amount of reasoning can 
eliminate the fact that Israel was first. Indeed, 
if we will recognize it, she was not only first, but 
was the subject of all prophecy. The church, as 
we have it, was not seen by the prophets. It is 
unfortunate that our Bible chronologers have 
been misleading in their statements concerning 
Zion. Zion does not mean the church, and never 
did. Zion means the city of Jerusalem. Let us 
now divest ourselves of all illusions. Nowhere 
in the Old Testament can we find that the Gen- 
tiles have been the recipients of God’s favor. So 
as we proceed in this study, it will be clear to all 
that God separated a seed from which was to 
grow a mighty nation, and centered in that na- 
tion His great promises and His manifold bless- 
ings. Out of that seed were to come the proph- 
ets, kings, and deliverers; also to that seed was 
promised the Messiah and the glorious inher- 
itance. 

The Gentiles knew nothing of this. No deliv- 
erer from the Gentiles ever brought light and 
liberty to Israel; and, at no time can it be said 
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that God worked through the Gentiles. His plan 
of salvation was worked out and formed for the 
world of Gentiles, but it was never worked out 
by them. Search the scriptures and learn this 
fact from them. It is clearly stated (John 4:22) 
that salvation is of the Jews. If we can see this 
fact, we will understand the scriptures much 
more readily, and especially the wonderful book 
we call the Revelation, by St. John. 

We see then, in the plan of God, the separa- 
tion, that He might prepare a seed to be the re- 
pository of His truth. We see also in the word: 

First: That God did not separate a nation for 
themselves, but for the salvation of the world. 

Second: That prophecy confirms the truth of 
God’s plan of separation. 

Third: That Paul clearly defines the relation 
of the Gentile to the house of Israel, not so much 
for distinction as for order. 

Fourth: That Jesus also recognized this sepa- 
ration of the house of Israel and the Gentiles. 


CHAPTER III. 
The Laborers in the Vineyard. 


It is quite evident from the previous chapter 
that God’s way of dealing with His people, Israel, 
is not the way He will deal with the Gentiles; 
and if His dealing is different, then the reckoning 
at the close of the day must be different. When 
the time comes that the laborers receive their 
hire, there must also be a separation. This fact 
will be made clear in the parable of the laborers, 
Matt. 20:1-16: 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which went out early in 
the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 

“And when he had agreed with the labourers 
for a penny a day, he sent them into his vine- 
yard. 

“And he went out about the third hour, and 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

“And said unto them; Go ye also into the vine- 
yard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. 
And they went their way. 

“Again he went out about the sixth and ninth 
hour, and did likewise. 

“And about the eleventh hour he went out, 
and found others standing idle, and saith unto 
them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 

“They say unto him, Because no man hath 
hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the 
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vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye 
receive. ; 

“Qo when even was come, the lord of the vine- 
yard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, 
and give them their hire, beginning from the 
last unto the first. 

“And when they came that were hired about 
the eleventh hour, they received every man a 
penny. 

“But when the first came, they supposed that 
they should have received more; and they like- 
wise received every man a penny. — 

“And when they had received it, they mur- 
mured against the goodman of the house, 

“Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, 
and thou hast made them equal unto us, which 
have borne the burden and heat of the day. 

“But he answered one of them, and said, 
Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst thou not agree 
with me for a penny? 

“Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will 
give unto this last, even as unto thee. 

“Ts it not lawful for me to do what I will with 
mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 

“So the last shall be first, and the first last: 
for many be called, but few chosen.” 

In this parable will be seen the divine order 
of the reckoning time. The divine order of the 
holy scriptures is often ruthlessly dislocated and 
its chapters misplaced by authors who lightly 
regard their sacred inspiration. This may be 
done to make them fit the application they wish 
to make, or to bolster up some doctrine that can 
not be scripturally sustained, unless they do thus 
mutilate the word. By this method it is possible 
to have as many doctrines springing from the 
word as there are authors. While there are in- 
stances of variation, as to the order of events 
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given in scripture, there is no ground for such 
in the book of Revelation. 

Then, as people who believe in the divine order 
of the word, let us adhere closely to that order, 
unless it is clearly shown that the Holy Spirit, 
Himself, has directed otherwise. The Holy Spirit 
is not the author of confusion, but of harmony. 

As we proceed with this parable, we may as- 
sure ourselves that the picture Jesus gives us 
will be the real order of the reckoning time, at 
the close of the day. This parable was given to 
show the order in which Israel and the Gentiles 
will be called when the reckoning time comes. 
The Saviour prescribed the order and we will 
surely see it carried out when the great Day of 
Reckoning comes. Let us proceed, therefore, to 
find the mind of Christ in this parable. 

First: This parable does not take into account 
the quality of service rendered. There is no clue 
to any such judgment. There was, evidently, some 
difference in the quality of service, and it must 
have been in favor of those who had served from 
early morning even unto the evening of the 

ay. 

Second: This parable does not take into account 
the quantity of service rendered, for those em- 
ployed at the eleventh hour, and laboring only 
one hour, are represented as receiving the same 
as those who labored through the heat and bur- 
den of the day. Those who would make the penny 
a day mean rewards surely can find no clue in 
it for such an interpretation. Rewards will dif- 
fer, for we are to receive rewards according to 
the deeds done in the body; but here the deeds of 
the laborers differ widely, both as to the amount 
of work done and as to quality, yet they receive 
the same. 

Third: There are two classes whom Jesus uses 
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to illustrate the teachings of this parable, viz., 
the first and the last. There may have been 
others, but we will use those whom Jesus used. 
These two classes will receive the “penny a day.” 
This being true, it is evident that all other classes 
will receive the same. This strengthens the fact 
that the penny a day can not represent rewards. 
So the first, who covenanted for a penny a day, 
and the last, who had no covenant, but had the 
promise that they would receive “whatsoever is 
right,” are the two classes with whom we are 
to deal. 

Fourth: If Christ did not give this parable to 
define the rewards given to the laborers, or for 
the amount or quality of service rendered, then 
we can not consider a teaching deduced from it 
that is based on such an application. Neither 
is it given as a rebuke to the hireling spirit. That 
interpretation is also precluded, because it would 
imply a difference in the amount of reward given; 
but all receive a penny a day. Therefore, we 
must look further for the teaching Christ meant 
to give when He uttered this parable. It is plain 
that we must apply it in the only remaining way 
it can be applied. Christ said, when giving the 
sequel to the parable, “The last shall be first, 
and the first shall be last.” If we give these 
words the proper consideration, we will see plain- 
ly that the emphasis is not upon the quantity 
or quality of work done, neither is it upon the 
spirit of the laborers; but it is, assuredly, upon 
the order in which these two classes will be called 
at the time of reckoning. 

Let us now notice the terms employed to ex- 
press this parable. 


I. THE VINEYARD 
The first question that meets us is “What is 
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meant by the vineyard of which Jesus speaks in 
this parable?” Some will stagger at the answer 
to this question as they will stagger at the line 
of separation which Jesus shows us surely exists, 
and will continue to exist, between Israel and the 
Gentiles. But we need not hesitate to answer. 
The vineyard is not the world, as many would 
answer, for the laborers were called from the 
streets and busy places into the enclosure of the 
vineyard. We answer: The vineyard of the par- 
able is the house of Israel. The scriptures thus 
answer the question, and they clearly describe 
the vineyard; so we need never again doubt what 
Jesus means by the vineyard in His kingdom 
parables. Isa. 5:1-7 says: 

“Now will I sing to my well beloved a song of 
my beloved touching his vineyard. My well be- 
loved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 

“And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones 
thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and 
built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a 
winepress therein: and he looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild 
grapes. 

“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
and my vineyard. 

“What could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when 
I looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes? 

“And now go to; I will tell you what I will do 
to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge there- 
of, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the 
wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: 

“And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, 
nor digged; but there shall come up briers and 
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thorns: I will also command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upon it. 

“For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant 
plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold 
oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.” 

We may safely say also that the vineyard time 
includes the period from the time God the Father 
planted and fenced the vineyard, until He will 
finish His purpose and fulfill his covenant with 
the house of Israel. That time will be when He, 
by His mighty hand, will bring forth His people 
into the millennial reign, and this old earth shall 
be restored to its Edenic beauty and right- 
eousness. 


Il. THE HOUSEHOLDER 


The Householder of the vineyard represents 
God the Father. He is the owner of the house 
of Israel. The vineyard is the house of Israel. 
To that house of Israel God the Father committed 
the choicest seed; to that house of Israel God 
committed His goods; and from that house of 
Israel God the Father will demand the increase 
of His vineyard. 

Jesus said to the Pharisees, in Matt. 23:13, 
“But woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye shut up the kingdom of. heaven 
against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go 
in,” It was in the agreement, or covenant, that 
national Israel was to be the repository of God’s 
plan of salvation for the world, and it was the 
message of salvation. which Israel withheld. 
They denied it to the Gentiles, and found fault 
with Jesus because He ate with sinners. They 
not only refused to accept the Messiah, but they 
said, in Matt. 21:38, “Let us kill Him and let us 
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seize on His inheritance.” Who were the serv- 
ants whom God the Householder had made ruler 
over His goods? No one can ever be mistaken 
as to the identity of the servants, the House- 
holder, or the vineyard, if they will read Matt. 
21:38, 39: 

“When the lord therefore of the vineyard com- 
eth, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 

“They say unto him, He will miserably destroy 
those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard 
unto other husbandmen, which shall render him 
the fruits in their season. 

“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in 
the scriptures, The stone which the builders re- 
jected, the same is become the head of the cor- 
ner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes? 

“Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

“And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall 
be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder. 

“And when the chief priests and Pharisees had 
heard his parables, they perceived that he spake 
of them.” 

The servants of the vineyard were the chief 
priests and the Pharisees. To them God was 
looking for the fruits of faith that would have 
received Jesus. These were they whom God the 
Father had made ruler over all His goods. Jesus 
said these shut up the kingdom of heaven against 
men. These Pharisees and chief priests were the 
representatives of national Israel, therefore their 
rejection of Jesus was Israel’s rejection. 


Ii. THE LABORERS 
We notice that the call came to two classes of 
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laborers. The call was first made to the house 
of Israel, and it was by covenant. “Did I not 
agree with thee for a penny a day?” The cove- 
nant was made with national Israel, or all-day 
laborers. Paul, in referring to this in Rom. 10: 
21, says, “All day long I have stretched forth My 
hands to a disobedient and gainsaying people.” 
This was the call to national Israel. 


1. First 


Paul says, in Acts 13:46, “It was necessary that 
the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles.”’ In Luke 19:42, Jesus said, 
“If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now are they hidden from thine eyes.” And 
again, Paul says in Rom. 11:25, “Blindness in part 
is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in.” So we identify the all- 
day laborers as Israel with whom the covenant 
was made. 


2. Last 


The other class is represented as the eleventh- 
hour laborers. These are distinctly separate from 
the class identified as the house of Israel, or the 
first called. The eleventh-hour laborers came in 
at the last hour, so they were separated as to the 
time of their entrance into the vineyard, and can 
not be identified with Israel, to whom the call had 
come all day long. They were also separated as 
to the terms of engagement. The Householder 
said to them, “Whatsoever is right that shall ye 
receive.” With the all-day laborers he had 
agreed for a penny a day. This fact also draws 
the line of separation, for with Israel he had cov- 
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enanted. They were separated as to merits. 
“Why stand ye here idle? They answer, Because 
no man hath hired us.” God had promised every- 
thing to Israel, and was, in justice, bound to make 
them the subjects of all-day entreaty. But there 
is no such representation in the case of the elev- 
enth-hour laborers, for no one had ever asked 
them. They were without hope, waiting and 
anxious. Rom. 10:20 says, “I was made manifest 
unto them that asked not after Me.” Not until 
the hour of grace did the call come to them. No 
merits were accorded to this class, they went in 
by grace only. ‘No man hath hired us.” How 
pathetic! Again the words of Matt. 23:13 come 
to us with tremendous significance: ‘Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for 
ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye 
them that are entering to go in.” No amount of 
reasoning can make the covenanted laborers and 
the eleventh-hour laborers belong to the same 
class. 


Therefore, the eleventh-hour laborers, or the 
“last,” can represent but one class; and, according 
to the words of Jesus, they must differ from the 
all-day laborers, or the “first,” in the time of 
their call into the vineyard, in the length of their 
service, in the terms of their service, and in the 
merits of their case. This class means the Gen- 
tiles, just as definitely and distinctly as the first 
class means Israel. So we have the laborers iden- 
tified as Israel, who are the “first” and the Gen- 
tiles, who are the “last.”” Each of these classes 
must be found in the book of consummation, or 
Revelation. May the Holy Spirit continue to lead 
the way! Let us advance with uncovered heads 
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and a prayer in our hearts that we may follow 
His order unerringly. 

In our next chapter we wish to consider the 
vineyard as applied to the church, and in a later 
chapter we will follow still further this parable 
which Jesus Himself projects into the reckon- 
ing time. 


CHAPTER IV. 
The Assembly of Israel. 


Let us first get a clear conception of the house 
of Israel. Properly speaking, this means the as- 
sembly of God’s people. God has had a people 
as an assembly as far back as the time of Moses, 
and perhaps still farther, but we can identify 
this assembly as far back as when Israel was in 
Egypt. There is a beautiful type of the assem- 
bly seen in Jacob’s dream of the ladder, the an- 
gels, and God, as recorded in Gen. 28:12-17: 

“And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up 
on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God ascending and de- 
scending on it. 

“And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, 
I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 

“And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth; 
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to 
the east, and to the north, and to the south: and 
in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed. 

“And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land; for I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. 

“And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he 
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said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew 
it not. 

“And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful 
is this place! this is none other but the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 


I. LADDER 


Here is a type of God’s attitude toward His 
assembly, or house of God. The ladder speaks 
of the means of communication by which God 
reveals Himself to His chosen ones. The angels 
ascending and descending speak of the living or- 
acles, or God’s revelations, made known to His 
assembly, and of the assembly communicating 
her needs in prayer to God. 

Jacob recognizes the place as “the house of God 
and the gate of heaven.” As he looks above it 
all, he sees the Lord who has an eye that never 
sleeps; he sees the Lord who has a love that 
never fails, and hears the promise, which had al- 
ready been given to Abraham and Isaac, renewed 
to himself. Paul refers to this covenant in Rom. 
9:4: “Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
. the promises.” Israel was the means of commu- 
nicating God’s will to man. In this vision God 
renews the Abrahamic covenant to Jacob. 


II. HOUSE OF GOD 


What a glorious heritage willed to the assembly 
of Israel! God gave to Jacob this vision of Is- 
rael’s relationship to Himself, of her rich her- 
itage, of her purpose, and of her destiny. As he 
thought of the great responsibility, and the fact 
that this mighty thing was to be worked out in 
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his own life, it is no wonder that Jacob was 
afraid. 

This prophetic vision enriched Jacob’s life and 
caused him to vow a vow, Gen. 28:20-22: “And 
Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
so that I come again to my father’s house in 
peace; then shall the Lord be my God: and this 
stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be 
God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me 
I will surely give the tenth unto Thee.” Jacob 
accepted that covenant by dedicating his house 
_to God. 

What a comfort to know that amidst the pow- 
ers of darkness and the vicissitudes that surround 
the church, God keeps His people, and is ever 
watching over them; is ever hearing their cry 
and delivering them from their troubles. 


Ill. BURNING BUSH 


We have another revelation of God to Moses. 
This time it was a vision of the assembly of Is- 
rael which was then in actual existence and in 
great affliction. They were in Egypt, under the 
cruel lash of their taskmasters, and had cried out 
to God who had heard them. 

Here again we see the ladder and the petitions. 
God had heard their cry which ascended unto 
Him. The angel of God appeared to Moses, not in 
a dream as He did to Jacob, but in the burning 
bush. He demonstrated to Moses by this mar- 
velous sign that He still remembered the cove- 
nant He had made with Jacob, and was jealously 
guarding and keeping His assembly, even in the 
midst of consuming afflictions. 

We read the story in Ex. 3:2-8: 

“And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
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in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed. 

“And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and 
see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 

“And when the Lord saw that he turned aside 
to see, God called unto him out of the midst of 
the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, 
Here am I. 

“And the Lord said, I have surely seen the af- 
fliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; 
for I know their sorrows; and I am come down 
to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land unto a 
good land and a large, unto a land flowing with 
milk and honey.” 


IV. A SEPARATED NATION 


We find it is not a difficult matter to follow 
the assembly of God. From the time God made 
the covenant with Jacob through the whole his- 
tory of Israel, God has wonderfully dealt with 
His people. He not only committed to them the 
covenant, but He has maintained a difference be- 
tween them and all other nations. 

When we realize the great purpose of God in 
calling out this people, we can see that without 
this separation from all other nations God could 
not use them. God’s people were separated in 
fellowship, in character, in faith, in worship, in 
manners, and in customs. They stood alone, a 
unique, peculiar people, separated unto God. 

We quote from Lev. 20:25, 26: “Ye shall there- 
fore put difference between clean beasts and un- 
clean, and between unclean fowls and clean: and 
ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, 
or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that 
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creepeth on the ground, which I have separated 
from you as unclean. And ye shall be holy unto 
Me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed 
you from other people, that ye should be Mine.” 


V. CHRIST REJECTED BY ISRAEL 


This assembly of Israel was God’s chosen peo- 
ple; and to them only was the promise of the 
coming One made. To them God had given, ex- 
clusively, all the promises, covenants, prophecies, 
the service of God, and the law; and it was to 
an body of people Christ came and offered Him- 
self. 

He came to the very door of His kingdom and 
offered Himself as their Messiah; but they re- 
jected Him, saying, “We will not have this man 
to rule over us. “Jesus, when pressed by the high 
priest’s question (Matt. 26:63), “I adjure Thee 
by the living God, that Thou tell us whether Thou 
be the Christ, the Son of God,” answered (Matt. 
26:64), “Thou hast said: nevertheless, I say unto 
you, Hereafter ye shall see the Son'of man sit- 
ing on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven.” 


Not only as the Messiah did He offer Himself 
to Israel, but Christ came to them as their King. 
We read in John 18:37: ‘Pilate asked Him, Art 
Thou king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest 
that I am a king. To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is 
of the truth heareth My voice.” 


Christ offered Himself to Israel as their Sav- 
iour, and again they rejected Him. Luke 2:11 
says, “For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
And again, in Acts 5:30, “The God of our fath- 
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ers raised up Jesus whom ye slew and hanged on 
a tree.” 

Christ offered Himself to Israel as their Peace. 
Their acceptance of Him would have meant their 
everlasting peace. Their rejection of Him meant 
their blindness and their dissolution as a nation. 


VI. THE DAY OF ISRAEL’S VISITATION 


Israel did not recognize the day of her visita- 
tion. As all days pass into the night, so the as- 
sembly of Israel passed into the night; and their 
city, shorn of its glory and dismantled, became 
the home of strangers. 

Jesus had this vision when He stood on the 
hill overlooking Jerusalem, and wept, saying, “If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now are they hidden from thine eyes. For 
the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another; because 
thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” 


VII. THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL REJECTED 


It is a sad day when anyone rejects Christ; but 
when we look back upon the time when the house 
of Israel closed her doors upon her Deliverer, 
our hearts weep. It is now easy to see the tre- 
mendous potency of the words of Christ which 
we have just quoted, for we know the fearful 
judgment through which Israel passed. God only 
knows through what terrific conflicts they must 
yet pass, before they can come back to their in- 
heritance, and fulfill the purpose of God. When 
the house of Israel rejected the Promised One, 
they also rejected the prophecy concerning Him, 
which is recorded in Deut. 18:15: “The Lord thy 
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God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the 
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto Him shall ye hearken.” 

Neither was Israel left to doubt the identity of 
that prophet, as we read in Acts 2:32, 33, 36: 
“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed 
forth this, which ye now see and hear. There- 
fore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 


VIII. STEPHEN’S DENUNCIATION OF THE 
JEWS 


Stephen, in his defense before the Jews, iden- 
tified the assembly of Israel as the church in the 
wilderness, who resisted the counsel of men like 
Moses. Acts 7:37, 38: “This is that Moses, which 
said unto the children of Israel, A Prophet shall 
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye hear. This 
is He that was in the church in the wilderness 
with the angel which spake to him in the Mount 
Sina, and with our fathers: who received the 
lively oracles to give unto us.” 

It was on this occasion that Stephen, full of 
the Holy Ghost, recounts how marvelously God 
had favored this assembly of Israel, and even 
then had just poured out the Holy Ghost upon 
them. He was not poured out upon the organized 
ecclesiastical body, but on the individuals who 
had believed in Jesus, and came out of that body 
and stood alone. National Israel, who had al- 
ways been called God’s people, rejected the Son 
of God, and crucified Him. By this act they for- 
feited their right to be called a people after the 
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name of Christ. It was this rejection of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, the Promised One, and 
their resistance of the Holy Ghost, that put na- 
tional Israel into darkness, and dispersed them. 

Jerusalem was the Holy City. It was the place 
of their worship, because the temple was there. 
Jesus speaks of this temple as “My Father’s 
house.” To this house Jesus came, but was re- 
jected by His brethren, the house of Israel. Read 
the scathing denunciation that Stephen uttered, 
in Acts 7:51-58: 

“Ve stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your 
fathers did, so do ye. 

“Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted? and they have slain them which 
shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of 
whom ye have been now the betrayers and mur- 
derers: who have received the law by the disposi- 
tion of angels, and have not kept it.” 


IX. THE FIRST BECAME LAST 


It was here that the Jews lost their place as 
first, and became last. It was here the Gentiles 
were called, even at the eleventh hour, and be- 
came first. Here in God’s dispensation, He broke 
off the tame olive and grafted in the wild olive. 
Here the house of Israel, God’s people, were left 
to wander in darkness, until the Holy Ghost has 
sought out a people for the name of Christ, chosen 
from a people who inquired not after Him. What 
could Isaiah have meant (65:1, 2), but that God 
would turn from His people, Israel, to the Gentiles. 
“T am sought of them that asked not for Me; I 
am found of them that sought Me not: I said, 
Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was 
not called by My name. I have spread out My 
hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which 
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walked in a way that was not good, after their 
own thoughts.” In Rom. 10:21, we find: “But 
unto Israel He saith, All day long I have 
stretched forth My hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people.” 

Jesus said, in Matt. 23:38, “Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate.” It is at this juncture 
in God’s plan that we leave Israel. If we follow 
the order Paul gives in Rom. 11:25, we must now 
locate the church, with her gospel of power, com- 
missioned to go into all the world and carry the 
gospel to every creature. 


xX. A SAD PICTURE 


But first, let us linger for a moment to look 
on the sad picture of the Jews, as seen in the 
vision of Isaiah 65:11-14. “But ye are they that 
forsake the Lord, that forget My holy mountain, 
that prepare a table for that troop, and that fur- 
nish the drink offering unto that number. There- 
fore will I number you to the sword, and ye shall 
all bow down to the slaughter: because when I 
called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did 
not hear; but did evil before Mine eyes, and did 
choose that wherein I delighted not. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord God, Behold, My servants 
shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for 
sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of 
spirit.” 

This prophecy looks across a span of eight cen- 
turies, and portrays the condition of Israel, who 
had forsaken God. Can it be possible that a peo- 
ple whom God had called and separated unto Him- 
self, with whom he had made His covenant, to 
whom He had given deliverance from. famine, 
peril, and bondage, and to whom He had made 
His presence glorious by following them in the 
Shekinah cloud, should finally reject Him? Yes! 
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Through all the prophecies of Isaiah, glowing as 
they do with hope, there is a dark, angry cloud 
which mars the azure of the prophetic sky. The 
prophets could not understand it. Isaiah could 
see how glorious would be that time when the 
lamb would lie down with the wolf; and the child 
would play on the den of the cockatrice; and the 
lion would eat straw like the ox; but why was 
this cloud of blood and suffering, when he saw 
the Messiah led as a lamb to the slaughter? Why 
should He give up His life? This was a mystery 
to them. Isaiah saw into the future, and could 
not fully understand his own words because they 
pictured his people putting to death the Son of 
God, wounding the hand of the One who was 
about to deliver them, and spurning their Mes- 
siah, Saviour, King. 

This act of “crucifying their King is so indelibly 
stamped upon the ages that millenniums can not 
efface it. Eternity will shine with the glory that 
radiates from the cross upon which Christ was 
crucified. 


XI. BEHOLD THE PICTURE 


We see the Prince of life, the mighty God, 
veiled in human flesh, and subjected to the limi- 
tations of that flesh. He is the Saviour of the 
world, the One for whom all Israel have been 
looking, their King, their Teacher, their Deliv- 
erer. Behold Him coming to His own with the 
Father’s message of love, liberty and salvation. 
We see the Jews rej jecting Him and turning away 
from His blessed teachings. They are filled with 
jealousy, envy, and hate, and with the spirit of 
murder. They seem to be blinded to truth, to His 
personality, to His divine nature. They care 
naught for His mighty works; and with one voice, 
inspired by the spirits from hell, they cry, “Cru- 
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cify Him! Let His blood be upon us and our 
children, but crucify Him!” Then we see them 
scourge Him, and the stripes of crimson course 
their way down His back. They smite Him, spit 
upon Him, mock Him, and press the crown of 
thorns upon His head. See! They are laying the 
heavy cross upon Him, and leading Him away 
to be crucified. On He goes, up the hill, weak, 
staggering, falling—oh, will they never reach the 
place! And then, with cruel hands, they crucify 
their Christ, nailing Him to the cross. This was 
the cloud that darkened the prophetic view. As 
we contemplate that dark hour, we weep, yet re- 
joice, as we sing: 


“When I survey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 


See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


CHAPTER V. 
The Church of the Gentiles. 


Notice, now, that we have identified the labor- 
ers as national Israel and Gentiles, and the vine- 
yard as the house of Israel. Then we have this 
same house of Israel identified as the house of 
faith; and finally, as the church, which is the 
house of faith opened to the Gentiles. This cor- 
responds to the great house in which, Paul says, 
there are “many vessels.” 

So, we can understand what Paul means when 
he says there is no difference: the middle wall 
is broken down and the church is one body. He 
does not mean that the two classes are to lose 
their identity, for the eye can not do the work 
of the hand, neither can the hand do the work of 
the foot. This difference will continue always. 
He does mean, however, that there is but one 
salvation, and that salvation is the same to both 
Jew and Gentile. Salvation by the law of Moses 
was believed by the Pharisees to be for Abra- 
ham’s seed only. Christ abolished the enmity 
between Jews and Gentiles, when He made him- 
self the Door to salvation, thus becoming the end 
of the law. Salvation is by the name of Jesus 
Christ only. This is a penny a day and is 
salvation by grace, alike, to Jew and Gentile. 


I. THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT 
Paul says that the law, which was not given 
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until four hundred years after the covenant with 
Abraham, could not annul that covenant. So that 
covenant still stands. If the law of Moses could 
not annul that covenant, nothing has since been 
given that could do it. Paul recognizes this in 
Acts 26:6, 7, “And now I stand and am judged 
for the hope of the promise made of God unto 
our fathers: unto which promise our twelve 
tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope 
to come. For which hope’s sake, King Agrippa, 
I am accused of the Jews.” 

Israel is still hoping. God is still holding His 
copy of the covenant with Abraham, which has 
not yet been fulfilled. Christ fulfilled the law 
covenant, but not the covenant with Abraham 
and the fathers. This was a contract between 
God and the fathers, for Israel. To Israel then, 
and not to the Gentiles, we must look for the 
party of the second part in that contract. Israel 
must again come forth as a nation. ‘‘Which hope 
is still in her breast,” Paul says. 


The Door of Faith 


In Acts 14:27, we see that the door of faith 
was opened to the Gentiles. ‘And when they 
were come, and had gathered the church together, 
they rehearsed all that God had done with them, 
and how He had opened the door of faith unto 
the Gentiles.” Since that time Israel and the 
Gentiles have been working together in the same 
old vineyard, and will continue thus to work, 
until the full measure of the Gentiles is gathered, 
Rom. 11:25. “For I would not, brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in.” The door of faith will 
be left open to the Gentiles until Jesus has gotten 
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a people for His name, out of whom He will choose 
His bride. After He has gotten that people, the 
call will again be given to Israel. Notice the 
scripture for this in Acts 15:14-16. 

“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did 
visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for His name. And to this agree the words of 
the prophets; as it is written, After this I will 
return, and will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down; and I will build 
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up.” 


II. THE DIVINE ORDER 


God has separated Israel and the Gentiles. 
You, who are students of God’s word, have no- 
ticed this prominent scriptural fact. This fact 
has been maintained, and proven by scripture, 
from the beginning of this treatise, and will be 
maintained to the end. To ignore this separation 
will be to hopelessly entangle ourselves in the 
interpretation of the word. The holy scriptures 
are inspired, and our interpretation of them 
must harmonize with the divine order. We dare 
not transpose them. They are given to us just as 
the Holy Spirit inspired them, and we must rev- 
erently bow before the will of God’s executive if 
we expect Him to “take the things of the Father 
and show them unto us.’ 


There are two great orders in God’s word, which 
are clearly set forth. These two orders are the 
Israelite and the Gentile. We have given con- 
siderable space to the discussion of these two 
orders, so we will just refer the reader to it and 
say: as the house of Israel constituted the as- 
sembly of God’s people, so the church, or the be- 
lieving Gentiles, constitute the assembly of 
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Christ’s people. See Acts 15:14-16, which has 
already been quoted. 

We can easily see the importance of following 
-this scriptural division. God never mixes the 
clean with the unclean, the holy with the unholy, 
or the Israelite with the Gentile. It is altogether 
foreign to His way of dealing. As we have said 
before, we will say again; God will not deal with 
the Israelites at the same time that He deals with 
the Gentiles. This is a scriptural fact. Christ 
recognized this order, and charged His disciples 
to observe it. Paul, in the eleventh of Romans, 
refers to the Gentiles as the wild olive, grafted 
into the tame olive, which is Israel. In the twen- 
ty-fifth verse he states, with no uncertain sound, 
that Israel must remain in their blindness until 
the full measure of the Gentiles has come in. 
Who can fail to understand this statement of 
the apostle? It harmonizes fully with the par- 
able which Jesus gave in the 20th of Matthew 
about the first and the last, and the reckoning 
that is to be in the same order. And yet, al- 
though we have this clear statement in God’s 
word, many interpreters seem to ignore God’s 
way of dealing with these two orders, and thus 
get hopelessly lost in the interpretation of God’s 
mind, as it is revealed in the book of Revelation. 


1. The Church of the Gentiles in Its Order 


Do we want to know the mind of God in the 
dividing of the word? Then let us recognize this 
dividing line, which runs through the scriptures. 
Have we the faith to trust God that the order 
of Revelation is inspired? Then it must be left 
as God has placed it, even though it may require 
a reconstruction of our own ideas. 

So, let us study the church of the Gentiles, 
that beautiful household of faith, from which 


56 Tue First AND THE LAST 


Jesus is wooing His bride. The sweet words of 
wondrous love have been spoken. Oh have you 
ever felt the reassuring love touches of Jesus? 
How marvelous is the transformation in your 
life, if you have accepted Him. They who have 
accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour constitute 
the church. It was to this body that Paul re- 
ferred in Eph. 5:25-27: 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave Himself for it; 
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious church, not hav- 
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy and without blemish.” 


2: The Upper Room 


Let us tarry for awhile, at the place where Je- 
sus promised to send the Comforter; and we 
ask the church to linger with us. This is a good 
place to tarry, a sacred place. It is the birth- 
place of the church, THE UPPER ROOM. While 
the world rushes on, tarry with us. Centuries 
have come and gone; nations have come to the 
pinnacle of their power, and have passed into 
history; but the gospel of Jesus Christ has spread 
over the whole world, and the church lives on. 

The church, in her tremendous zeal to preach 
the gospel to every creature, has plunged on with 
the first part of the commission, as recorded in 
Luke 24:47, 48. “And that repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in His name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And 
ye are witnesses of these things.” But, they have 
neglected the very urgent command of Jesus, as 
given in Luke 24:49: “And, behold, I send the 
promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
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power from on high.” And also in Acts 1:8. 
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you.” 


3. The Tarrying Time 


What was the promise of the Father? This 
promise of the Father was the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, as given on the day of Pentecost, 
when they were shaken as of a rushing mighty 
wind. It was the coming of the Holy Spirit upon 
them. Peter says, in Acts 2:39, “For the prom- 
ise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.” This eliminates the controversy 
that it came only to those apostles who were in 
the upper room. It is evident that it came upon 
the one hundred and twenty men and women, who 
were in the upper room waiting for it. It was 
an individual equipment, and the power was to 
come upon them after the Holy Ghost came upon 
them. Therefore we must concede that God’s 
order in this great enduement is plain. 

First, tarrying for the promise. Second, the 
coming of the Holy Ghost and speaking with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance 
Third, the power. “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” And 
fourth, witnessing and testifying everywhere. 

The fact that the church has forgotten to tarry 
for the promise of the Father has rendered her 
impotent. These scriptures are meaningless to 
her, because the order has not been followed. No 
substitute can ever be adopted that will restore 
her lost power. The church has lost, alarmingly 
lost, in devotion, intercession, and real efficiency. 
Intellectual and educational equipment will not 
restore her power; neither will social advantages 
restore it. Great missionary movements will 
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only increase the load, not the power. Neither 
will great endowments of money bring back to 
her the fullness of her heritage. SHE MUST 
TARRY FOR THE PROMISE. That tarrying 
consisted of prayer and supplication, and effectual 
tarrying now is in prayer and supplication. 


4. The Authority 


We could go on and heap accusations upon the 
blessed old church, because of her wrongdoings 
and her neglects, we could point out the mistakes 
of the men to whom has been committed the mes- 
sage of salvation, which they are to dispense to 
a lost world; but that would not help. We all 
know that, as ministers, we have not walked in 
all the light that we have had. Many have not 
realized that Christ meant Luke 24:49 and Acts 
1:8, to be the essential qualification of every be- 
liever. The disciples were to wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, by the authority of God’s 
word, means the baptism of the Holy Ghost. See 
Acts 2:4, 5. Peter says (Acts 2:32, 33), “This 
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath 
shed forth this which ye now see and hear.” 
Also in Acts 2:38, 39, “Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.” 


5. Personal Efficiency 


This was the birth of the church of the first 
born. This Pentecostal baptism of the Holy 
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Ghost was not only the fulfillment of the promise, 
but it was the personal, individual equipment for 
efficiency in the service of God. It was for all 
of the one hundred and twenty who were in that 
upper room, and for all who would believe on 
Jesus Christ throughout the entire church period, 
Acts 2:39. 

Let it be carefully noted that to that entire 
company of men and women who were in the 
upper room, Jesus ratified, by the Holy Ghost the 
commission to spread the gospel; and shed forth 
the power upon each individual who had tarried, 
according to the command of Jesus in Luke 24: 
49. Thus, each individual was made efficient to 
dispense the precious gospel which Jesus had en- 
trusted to him. He was to preach and to bear 
witness. 


6. Both Jew and Gentile 


It is evident that this enduement of power was 
meant for others besides those who tarried in 
the upper room at Jerusalem. The scriptures are 
clear on this point. They teach clearly that the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost was not confined to 
the Jews, and the day of Pentecost; for ten years 
later, while Peter was preaching at Caesarea, 
the Holy Ghost fell on all those who heard the 
word. This time it was the Gentiles who spoke 
in other tongues. Acts 10:44-46, ‘“‘While Peter 
yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all 
them which heard the word. And they of the 
circumcision which believed were astonished, as 
many as came with Peter, because that on the 
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, 
and magnify God.” 

Let us note that to the Jews, hearing these 
speak with tongues was conclusive evidence that 
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upon the Gentiles also was poured out the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. “For they heard them speak 
with tongues, and magnify God.” 

This manifestation of God’s power to the Gen- 
tiles, years after the notable event on the day 
of Pentecost, coming just the same way and for 
the same purpose, to magnify God, is sufficient 
proof that this manner of pouring out the Holy 
Ghost on believers was not-confined to the day of 
Pentecost, or to the apostles. 

Let us note another time, about twenty years 
later, when Paul was at Ephesus. Not only was 
it the privilege of the Ephesians to have the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, but Paul indicated 
that their credentials were not good without it. 
Here again we find God attesting the word by 
pouring out the Holy Ghost upon about twelve 
Gentile believers, who immediately began to 
speak with tongues and prophesy. We find it 
recorded in Acts 19:1-7: 

“And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was 
at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper 
coasts came to Ephesus; and finding certain dis- 
ciples, he said unto them, Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost. 

“And he said unto them, Unto what then were 
ie baptized? And they said, Unto John’s bap- 

ism. 

“Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on him which should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

“When they heard this, they were baptized 
in the name .of the Lord Jesus. 

“And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, 
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the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake 
with tongues, and prophesied. 
“And all the men were about twelve.” 


7. Not Water Baptism 


It is clear that Paul here means the baptism 
of fire and the Holy Ghost, and not water bap- 
tism. The baptism of Jesus with the Spirit was 
for efficiency and power to dispense the glad tid- 
ings from heaven, and the sign was speaking in 
other tongues. In Num. 19:9, 10 we read: “And 
a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of 
the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in 
a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel for a water of 
separation: it is a purification for sin. And he 
that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash 
his clothes, and it shall be unto the children of 
Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourneth 
among them, for a statute for ever.” 

If this sprinkling of ashes of a sacrifice was a 
sign of separation which demanded fruits meet for 
repentance, which was separation from sin, how 
much more would the baptism of Jesus, which is 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire, demand 
a sign also. They spake, then, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. Matt. 3:11 says, “I in- 
deed baptize you with water unto repentance: 
but He that cometh after me is mightier than 
I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, 
and with fire.’ And in Acts 2:3, 4, we find, 
“And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.” 

They have spoken since, with the same signs 
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following, Acts 10:44-46, and Acts 19:1-7, as 
quoted above; and Jesus is still giving that 
equipment to all who will tarry for it. 

God is still faithful, although many years have 
passed since that wonderful day when the Holy 
Ghost came, and spoke through human agency. 
God is still faithful, and still speaks. The world 
changes, the church changes, and man changes; 
but the Lord Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever. He is still the blessed Com- 
forter and the mighty Saviour. He is still the 
great Physician for both soul and body. He is the 
Saviour of men, the Redeemer, the Prince of 
Peace, who is soon to come. 


8. The Commission 


Jesus’ commission to His disciples to preach 
the gospel is just as much in force today as when 
He gave it. All admitting this to be true, then 
the last part of the commission is still as essen- 
tial to accompany the word as it was when first 
given. If tarrying for the Holy Ghost was in- 
tended for the believer then, it is for the believer 
now, and nothing can take its place. 

The apostles were to tarry for the promise of 
the Father, which was the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. Jesus said, “Ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” He com- 
missioned them to preach the gospel to all na- 
tions, but first they were to tarry. Acts 1:8 says, 
“Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you.” In Acts 2:4 we see, 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” They obeyed the 
command to tarry and were rewarded by receiv- 
ing the promise of the Father. 
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9. A High Standard Lost 


There are tremendous forces at work pulling 
down the high standard of the gospel. In fact 
that standard has been lowered until the word 
repentance does not include a godly sorrow for 
sin, and a sincere turning to God. The message 
of the formal church is now not repentance, as 
the commission of Christ urges, neither is it the 
gospel of the kingdom, which Jesus said should 
be preached in His name until the end of the age. 
In most pulpits there is a conspicuous absence of 
any allusion to those elements of God’s economy 
of grace which require a renewal and recon- 
struction of the life. There is no recognition of 
the tremendous scriptural fact that Jesus is com- 
ing again, as King, to take possession of His king- 
dom. Today, the ministers of the average church 
must have a practical message, which must be 
enlivened with current events. It must conform 
to the times and to the sentiment of the place. 
They know nothing of the old time power. 


You who have the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
and are in possession of the joy and confidence 
which He gives, know the meaning of the words 
of Jesus when He said, “Tarry ye, and wait for 
the promise of the Father.” If the command 
“Go preach” is in force, then the command 
“Tarry ye” is also in force. You, who do not be- 
lieve in the old time power as it was given on 
the day of Pentecost, read these words of scrip- 
ture, Mark 16:14-20: 

“Afterward He appeared unto the eleven as 
they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their 
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they be- 
lieved not them which had seen Him after He 
was risen. 

“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the 
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world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

“And these signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve; In My name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; 

“They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re- 
cover. 

“So then, after the Lord had spoken unto 
them, He was received up into heaven, and sat 
on the right hand of God. 

“And they went forth, and preached every- 
where, the Lord working with them and confirm- 
ing the word with signs following. Amen.” 

Also, 1 Thess. 1:5, “For our gospel came not 
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 

Will you tell us where you get your authority 
for taking these scriptures away from the Chris- 
tian ministry, by saying that they do not apply 
to the present time? Here is another scripture 
in Ephesians, which was uttered thirty years af- 
ter Jesus gave His commission. It is found in 
Eph. 1:18, 14: “In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also after that ye be- 
lieved, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased posses- 
sion, unto the praise of His glory.” 

This scripture sets forth several very convin- 
cing truths, as to the application of the commis- 
sion which Jesus gave to His disciples, and of 
the promised Holy Spirit. 

1. The Ephesian church had received this gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. 
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2. They then trusted earnestly for its fullness, 
and received it. 


3. They recognized the Holy Ghost, with whom 
they had been sealed. 

4. They received this sealing after they be- 
lieved. 

5. This sealing with the Holy Ghost was the 


pledge of everything that Jesus had purchased 
by His death. 


CHAPTER VI. 
The Reckoning Time. 


‘In a previous chapter we noted the difference 
in the two classes of laborers, in the parable of 
Matt. 20:1-16. In this chapter we wish to follow 
that order which Jesus gave us, as it is applied 
to the reckoning time. While Israel and the Gen- 
tiles are at work in the vineyard, they are under 
the same gospel, which is salvation by Jesus 
Christ. But in the reckoning time we find there 
is a difference which Jesus maintains between 
these two classes. 


I. EVENING 


“So when even was come, the lord of the vine- 
yard saith unto his steward, Call the laborers, 
and give them their hire, beginning from the last 
unto the first.” Now, this part of the parable is 
projected to the reckoning time. He said, ‘“‘When 
even was come.” The reckoning time was always 
in the evening, always at the closing of the day. 
We have a glimpse of that part of the reckoning 
time which deals with the order in which these 
two classes will be called. We remember Paul 
said, in 1 Cor. 15:28, when speaking of the resur- 
rection, “Every man in his own order.” The order 
Jesus gives in this parable is “The last (Gen- 
tiles) shall be first, and the first (Israel) shall be 
last.” Thus we find a fixed separation between 
Israel and the Gentiles, at the reckoning time. 
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It is plain that the parable of the laborers sets 
forth the reckoning time, and the order of the 
two classes of people, the Israelites and the Gen- 
tiles. Since Jesus sets forth this truth, and 
John also gives it in Revelation, it is evident that 
when the proper interpretation is found for Rev- 
elation, it will most certainly agree with the par- 
able of Matthew twenty. Let us keep in mind 
this separation is not for distinction so much as 
for order. 


Il. HARMONY 


To transpose any portion of the sacred Book 
of Revelation from its inspired order is to ruin 
its harmony. It would be like introducing a dis- 
cordant note into a heavenly melody, or like an 
unskilled musician trying to interpret a great 
masterpiece, of which he knows nothing. Blessed 
be God, this book is a great masterpiece. All 
its parts are set. Each verse and chapter 
is in its proper place. To transpose its parts 
would be to ruin its melody; to add to it 
would make the interpretation of this book 
uncertain; taking away from its sacred pages 
would destroy its completeness, and make it no 
longer a masterpiece from God’s hand. 

We must conform our ideas to its order which 
will unite us on the question of doctrine, and add 
to the blessed unity and harmony of the body. 
Dislocating its members to make it conform to 
our ideas, works discord, strife and division. So, 
our purpose in this chapter is to show that the 
order which Jesus gave in this parable is the 
order that we will find in Revelation. We will 
find this order there, for Jesus is the author of 
both. “The last shall be first, and the first last.” 
This is the prophetic picture which Jesus painted, 
giving the order which He will follow in the 
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reckoning time. It can mean nothing elise. 

Right here, as I make this statement, we need 
to pause, and pray for charity. As I see the divi- 
sions that have wrought such havoc among the 
Assemblies of God, I stand in amazement. So 
many precious ones have here lost their way, and 
by their mistakes, these divisions have come 
among us. 


il. THE MAGIC KEY 


Is it asking too much of our readers, when we 
ask them to Idave all the arguments of men; and 
with open minds and charitable hearts go back to 
the words of our precious Master? 

The magic key which He has placed in our 
hands is “THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST, AND 
THE FIRST LAST.” This key unlocks the pres- 
ent, because it opens the door of faith to the Gen- 
tiles. It unlocks the future, because it opens 
the house of reckoning for our study. There is 
no other key to this combination. Thank God 
for this key! It unlocks the book of Revelation; 
and as we proceed, the Holy Spirit, our Torch, 
will illuminate our way and be our Guide. 


IV. THE MISTAKE 


A great mistake is made in disarranging the 
words of the holy scriptures. Jesus prescribed 
the order of Revelation, and the Holy Ghost in- 
spired John to write it as Jesus gave it. Then 
the record of John must agree with the prophetic 
utterances of Jesus. But we find that many of 
our writers seem to ignore this fact, and concede 
to themselves the right to dislocate the chapters 
of Revelation, and thus change the order which 
secs gave. “The last shall be first, and the first 
ast.” 

It is evident that if we wish the key, which 
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Jesus gave us, to fit, we dare not tamper with the 
combination. The mistake has been made by 
men, and not by the Holy Ghost. THE HOLY 
GHOST MADE NO MISTAKE. A key that will 
not unlock all the chambers of the reckoning 
house is not the right key. 


V. NO DIFFERENCE 


But we are sure to hear the criticism, “How 
can you make a difference in the reckoning when 
we are told so definitely that there is no differ- 
ence. Paul said the middle wall of partition had 
been broken down, and now Jew and Gentile are 
the same.” To this criticism let us now direct 
our attention. 

I repeat the words I have already given on a 
previous page. ‘The penny a day represents sal- 
vation by Jesus Christ.” This is the same to 
both classes of laborers, regardless of their mer- 
its, their nationality, or of the quality of service. 
In this there is no difference expressed. But 
will any one say there is no difference expressed 
between the Israelites and Gentiles in every other 
phase of this pee Paul clearly shows a dif- 
ference in Rom. 3:1, 2: “What advantage then 
hath the Jew? or L's profit is there of circum- 
cision? Much every way: chiefly, because that 
unto them were committed the oracles of God.” 
It is not difficult to determine that Paul meant 
there was the difference which has always ex- 
isted, and always will exist, between these two 
classes. Israel is the repository of God’s com- 
munications to the Gentiles, as shown in Rom. 
9:4: “Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the service of God, and the promises.” 

It is just as clear that there is no difference 
in the blessed salvation which is now being of- 
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fered by Jesus Christ. Notice particularly Rom. 
10:9-18: 

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. ; 

“For with the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. é 

“For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth 
on Him shall not be ashamed. 

“For their is no difference between the Jew 
and Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon Him. 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 

The penny a day expresses this same thought. 
Therefore, it is scriptural to say, in this day of 
the church while both Jew and Gentile are work- 
ing side by side in the vineyard, or church, that 
there is no difference. Salvation by Jesus Christ 
is the same to all. He is the Door of entrance, 
and the only Door. It makes no difference who 
enters, all are assured of salvation. The message 
of the church is “salvation by Jesus Christ to 
all who will believe.” 

Christ represents both classes as laboring side 
by side in the vineyard. Here the difference must 
disappear, as long as the day lasts. But He just 
as clearly shows that when evening comes, there 
is a difference in the order in which the laborers 
are to be called to receive their hire. 


VI. THE COVENANT 


There is an eternal difference in the basis of 
the call that was issued. The penny a day means 
the salvation by grace which Jesus gave to both 
Jew and Gentile; but Jesus was given to Israel, 
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as Messiah, by promise, ‘Friend, didst not thou 
agree with me for a penny?” The friend ad- 
dressed was Israel, with whom the Abrahamic 
covenant had been made. There was no covenant 
with the Gentiles; therefore we are face to face 
' with the issue, which is this: salvation by Jesus 
Christ came to Israel by promise, or covenant, but 
to the Gentiles it was extended by grace. The 
law was fulfilled by Jesus, who became sin for 
us, standing in our place and receiving the judg- 
ment of the Almighty God. But the covenant 
can not be considered as annulled, for it was made 
four hundred years before the law was made, and 
that covenant contained the promise of Isa. 9:6. 

God can not fulfill that covenant with a people 
who never entered into covenant relation with 
Him. National Israel shall fulfill that covenant. 
Therefore, God must again raise up national Is- 
rael and Christ must come. The Gentiles were 
made fellow heirs according to the promise, but 
that meant fellow heirs according to the cove- 
nant. The covenant was that Israel must carry 
the gospel into the whole world. This is clearly 
Israel’s part and can not be fulfilled until national 
Israel, who is the party of the second part, comes 
forward with Jesus as King. That will be in the 
millennium. Jesus said, in Matt. 24:14, “This 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.’ 

The end here referred to means the end of the 
millennial age. At the beginning of that won- 
derful age, Israel shall behold Him whom they 
have pierced; and by reason of that fact, a na- 
tion (Israel) shall be born in a day. They will 
be organized and set in motion, in line with the 
everlasting covenant which God made with them. 
There will be no hindrances from the devil, who 
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will be bound; nor from the anti-Christ or False 
Prophet, who will have been cast alive into a lake 
of fire. They will gladly and joyfully go into all 
the world of the Gentiles with the blessed, all 
powerful, all conquering gospel of Christ, the Son 
of God. Then, and not until then, will the cov- 
enant, God’s unchanging promise, be fulfilled. 
Then will be fulfilled the words of Heb. 8:7-11. 

“For if that first covenant had been faultless, 
then should no place have been sought for the 
second. 


“For finding fault with them, he saith, Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah: not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of the land of Egypt; because they con- 
tinued not in My covenant, and I regarded them 
not, saith the Lord. 

“For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put My laws into their mind, and 
write them in their hearts: and I will be to them 
a God, and they shall be to Me a people: and 
they shall not teach every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: 
for all shall know Me, from the least to the 
greatest.” 


Vil. RECAPITULATION 


I. The Call to the Laborers. All day long the 
Householder stands holding out the opportunity 
for laborers to enter the vineyard, even to the 
eleventh hour. This call is to Israel, as Paul says 
in Rom. 10:21. “I have spread out My hands all 
day long unto a rebellious people, which walketh 
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in a way that was not good, after their own 
thoughts.” 

II. The last call is given under a different as- 
pect, and is to the Gentiles. 

1. It is given at an odd hour—the eleventh. 

2. It is given in a different way, no covenant 
had been made with them. 

(1) This eleventh-hour class was idle 
because no man had hired them. They 
were waiting at the gate all day; and 
when the opportunity at last came, 
they entered and went to work. In 
Rom. 10:20, Paul represents the Gen- 
tiles as silently awaiting their call. 
“But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I 
was found of them that sought Me 
not; I was made manifest unto them 
that asked not after Me.” 

(2) The call was given at the last hour; 
therefore the Gentiles were the last 
called. 

Ill. In Matt. 20:8, we have the time and order 
of the reckoning. “So when even was come, the 
lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call 
the laborers, and give them their hire, beginning 
from the last unto the first.” 

1. The time of reckoning is the evening of 
the day. 

2. The persons reckoned with are the labor- 
ers, who are of two classes, the first, 
and the last. 

8. The laborers are identified as Israel and 
the Gentiles. 

(1) Israel is identified as first. 

(2) The Gentile is identified as last. 


4. The order of the reckoning, Matt. 20:16. 
“So the last shall be first, and the first 


74 THE First AND THE LAST 


last: for many be called, but few 

chosen.” 

(1) The last shall be first. 
(2) The first shall be last. 

a. Therefore, the Gentiles must come 
first in the reckoning, for they were 
those who came in at the eleventh 
hour. 

b. The Israelites must come last, for 
they were those to whom the call 
went out all day long. 

5. The penny a day is salvation by Jesus 
Christ, and is for all. 

(1) To the first (Israel), it came by cov- 
enant. 

(2) To the last (Gentiles), it came by 
grace. 

6. Many are called, but few are chosen, re- 
fers to both Israel and the Gentiles. 

(1) The few chosen refers to the rapture 
of the Gentiles and also to the rapture 
of the Israelites. : 

IV. Deductions from the foregoing facts. 

1. We see that God’s eternal law of separa- 
tion holds to the time of the judg- 
ment. 

2. We also see that there has always been 
separation between Israel and the 
Gentiles, and that there always 
will be. 

3. God will complete His dealings with the 
Gentiles, and every Gentile laborer 
shall receive his hire. This will be the 
fulfillment of Paul’s words in Rom. 
11:25. “For I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in 
in your own conceits, that blindness 
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in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” 
4, After the full measure of the Gentiles has 
been gathered, God will again turn to 
Israel. Isa. 11:11 says: “And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall set His hand the second 
time to recover the remnant of His 
people, which shall be left. . 
Then also will be fulfilled ‘Acts 
15 :14-17. 
‘Simeon hath declared how God at the first 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a peo- 
ple for His name. And to this agree the words 
of the prophets; as it is written, After this I 
will return, and will build again the tabernacle 
of David, which is fallen down; and I will build 
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: that 
the residue of men might seek after the Lord, 
and all the Gentiles, upon whom My name is 
called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.” 


CHAPTER VII. 


The Church of the Gentiles in 
Revelation. 


Having followed the line of separation between 
Israel and the Gentiles, we will not find it difficult 
to identify the Gentile church in the book of 
Revelation. The place to which Jesus Christ has 
assigned the eleventh-hour laborers can not be 
the place which He has assigned to the all-day 
laborers. There must be the first place and the 
last place. These classes are peculiar in them- 
selves, and can not be mixed. 

The seven churches of Revelation represent 
the fulness of the Gentile church; therefore they 
must also represent the fullness of the Gentiles. 
The reckoning with the eleventh-hour laborers 
can not be completed until every one of them has 
received his hire. So the Gentile church will 
continue until every Gentile who believes in Jesus 
has been gathered in. This is in harmony with 
Paul’s statement in Rom. 11:25, “That a harden- 
ing in part hath befallen Israel, until the full 
neds of the Gentiles shall come in.”—Roth- 
erham. 


I. ORDER 


There are two great orders reckoned with in 
the book of Revelation; the Gentile church, and 
the house of Israel. This is a prominent fact. 
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If, in the reckoning time, the Gentile church be- 
longs to the first order, and national Israel be- 
longs to the last order, we know there must be 
two reckonings. The first order can not be reck- 
oned with at the same time that the second order 
is reckoned with, for the first were not called 
until the last had received their hire. Paul, in 
speaking of the resurrection, says in 1 Cor. 15:23, 
“Every man in his own order.” 


i. The Book Divided 


The line of separation divides the book of Rev- 
elation into two parts, and each part must have 
a reckoning peculiar to itself; so we ask you again 
to follow us closely as we shall consider these 
two parts of this wonderful book. 


After the study of the first division of Rev- 
elation, which begins with the first chapter and 
ends with the seventh, we will consider the last 
division, which begins with the eighth chapter 
and continues to the end of the book. The first 
part deals, principally, with the Gentile church, 
and the second part with Israel. 


2. Subject Stated 


“The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” The word 
“revelation” comes from the Greek word “apoc- 
alupsis,” consequently, the book is often called 
the Apocalypse. It means to draw away the cur- 
tain and expose to view. As this word, “revela- 
tion,” is applied to Christ, it means the disclosure 
of Jesus Christ. It is a revelation of the relation- 
ship Jesus Christ sustains to all things; but, 
especially, that blessed relationship which He 
sustains to His church and to Israel. 
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3. “Behold, He Cometh” 


This is really the subject of the book of Revela- 
tion. This is the book we wish to study, the 
book of the Coming One. The vision which was 
given to John shows, not only His relationship to 
the church of the Gentiles, but also His relation- 
ship to Israel. 


II. DISPENSATIONAL FULLNESS 


We now come to another interesting subject. 
We frequently find the number seven in the Old 
Testament, and also in the New Testament. John, 
referring again to the seven stars, and to the 
seven golden candlesticks, says, in Rev. 1:20, 
“The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou 
sawest are the seven churches.” 


This word, seven, has so often been used in a 
significant way, especially in the book of Revela- 
tion, that we must pause here and say a word con- 
cerning this “‘sacred seven.” What was John to 
write? He was to interpret the sacred mystery 
of the sevenfold vision, which was the seven mes- 
sages, to the seven ministers of the seven 
churches. 


1. Sacred Seven 


We find that this sacred seven stands for dis- 
pensational fullness. In prophetic reckoning it 
was always the seventh day that marked com- 
pletion. The seventh month also was a month of 
convocations. The seventh year was the sab- 
batic year, and the year following the seventh 
sabbatic year was the great “year of jubilee.” 
So in this book of consummation or fullness we 
may logically expect this sacred seven will fre- 
quently be used. 
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There is no book in the word which is so char- 
acterized with the consummation of things as the 
one we are now studying, Revelation. Indeed, 
the book of Revelation is the book toward which 
all dispensations point, and in which many proph- 
ecies converge. So we may rightly name it “The 
Book of Dispensational Fullness.” 

In this wonderful book many things are ex- 
pressed in sevens, for here they have their full- 
ness. The sacred seven stands for fullness, and 
means the fullness of everything to which it is 
applied. The seven churches stand for one com- 
pleted church, and the seven ministers stand for 
one full ministry. The seven messages stand for 
one full gospel message to the church. The seven 
periods stand for one full church period. 


2. The Sacred Seven Applied to the Churches 


These seven churches were chosen, because 
they were typical of: the Gentile church as a 
whole; therefore they are representative church- 
es. The seven churches stand for one completed 
church; but it is plain that the church is not yet 
completed. How, then, can the sacred seven, 
when applied to the seven churches of John’s 
time, mean a completed church? The church of 
the Gentiles is being completed under the process 
of sanctifying, cleansing, and: washing by Jesus 
Christ, who gave Himself for it, Eph. 5:26, 27. 
This is the church that Jesus says is His—the 
church from which He will take His bride. 


The Church’s Fitness 


Christ gave Himself for the fitness of the 
church, as a body; but it is quite evident that all 
will not submit to the process of being made per- 
fect. That process will include the crucifixion of 
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the believer unto the world, and the world unto 
the believer; and but few will be thus perfected. 
Still upon this depends their fitness. Christ gave 
Himself that believers might be without spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing—blameless in His 
sight. 

This subject of the fitness of the church will 
be more fully discussed in the chapter on the 
Bride, under “Requisites of the Bride.” 


Her Fullness 


The church is also being completed as to her 
fullness. The Holy Ghost is now seeking, from 
among the Gentiles, a people for Jesus. The full- 
ness of the church can not be completed, until the 
full measure of the Gentiles shall be brought in. 
Rom. 11:25 says, “For I would not, brethren, that 
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blind- 
ness in part is happened to Israel, until the full- 
ness of the Gentiles be come in.” The time of 
her fullness depends on the matured harvest. In 
the parable of the sower (Matt. 13), some of the 
seed sown did not mature into a harvest. In 
this parable there are three grades of emptiness: 
: 1. Those upon whom the message has no ef- 
ect. 

2. Those who can not endure persecution, and 
backslide. ; 

3. Those who are submerged by business cares 
or riches. 

There are also three grades of fullness: 

1. Those who bear a hundredfold fullness. 

2. Those who bear a sixtyfold fullness. 

3. Those who bear a thirtyfold fullness. 

The sacred seven, when applied to the churches 
of John’s vision, means not only their fitness and 
fullness, but also that the seven churches are 
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being completed as to the time, or duration. This 
suggests to us the next thought. 


3. The Sacred Seven Applied to the Periods 


We have shown that the fitness and fullness 
of the churches is the result of the going forth 
of the seven messages of the Son of Man. Fit- 
ness and fullness involve time, since the seed 
must appear as, “first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full corn in the ear.” After this comes 
the full harvest. The church, out of which the 
Holy Ghost is seeking the Bride, can not be full 
until the last message has gone forth, and the 
blessed effect is seen in the salvation of the last 
precious soul who will be saved from among the 
Gentiles. Until that time is reached, the Gen- 
tiles have not fully come in. But that fullness 
of the church period is just as sure as the har- 
vest, after the seeding time, is sure. 

The seven churches of this marvelous vision 
speak of seven consecutive periods in the life of 
the church, beginning on the day of Pentecost, 
and continuing until the end of the gospel age. 
The end of the gospel age can not come until every 
eleventh-hour laborer has come in, and has been 
safely gathered into the presence of the Lamb. 


Her Fullness Complete 


The thoughtful student will seek to find, in the 
book of Revelation, the place where God has fin- 
ished His work with the Gentile church. Some 
hold that such a finish is made at the close of the 
third chapter. But as we look for the signs of 
that wonderful event, we find nothing there that 
can be applied, as a fit ending of a period that 
marks the coming in of the last straggling Gen- 
tile. There is not even a suggestion, in the last 
message, that would answer such. That message 
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ends just as the other messages end. We would 
find a better ending in the message to the church 
of Philadelphia, but that has no note of joy, or 
of victory. It does not harmonize with such a 
time as the closing of the day, and the paying 
of the eleventh-hour laborers. 

Notice, also, that all the messages are correc- 
tive, and all the churches are given time to work 
repentance. If we close, the great period of the 
church age at the ending of the third chapter of 
Revelation, we have taken away the space God 
gave for repentance; thus, the figure of Jesus 
shown in the message to the Laodicean church, 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with Me,” is without meaning. If we give the 
same space of time for the message to the last 
church to accomplish its correction as is given 
to the other six messages, the end of the third 
chapter can not be the end of the Gentile church. 
According to the scripture, we may expect to find 
certain experiences attending the closing of this 
church age which will clearly mark that period. 

1. We may expect it to be at the close of the 
day, when the eleventh-hour laborers will receive 
their hire, Matt. 20:8. 

2. It will be when the full measure of the Gen- 
tiles has come in, Rom. 11:25. 

3. It must be before the last, or all-day labor- 
ers, are called, for they are Israel. ‘The last shall 
be first and the first last,’ Matt. 20:16. 

4. There must also be seen a victorious ending 
of the office work of the Holy Ghost, who is seek- 
ing a people for the name of Jesus from among 
the Gentiles; for He shall have a glorious victory. 

We see these experiences attending the closing 
up of the church age, and a fitting application of 
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them must be seen wherever that church age 
closes. ; 

It certainly will not be difficult to locate the 
close of the Gentile church period, when we con- 
sider that these scriptures apply to, and converge 
on, that particular time. So we turn now to the 
seventh chapter of Revelation. 


It. THE VICTORY 


Rev. 7:9-17 says: 

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 

“And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, 
and fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and hon- 
our, and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

“And one of the elders answered, saying unto 
me, What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they? 

“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And 
he said to me, These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
‘Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in his temple: and He 
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
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any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 

No one can read these verses without saying 
within himself, “What an appropriate ending for 
that great blood-washed multitude!” But who 
are they? They are not Jews, for they are com- 
posed of “all nations, and kindreds, and peoples, 
and tongues.” So they must be Gentiles, who 
were sought out by the Holy Ghost during the 
time of the Gentile church; for they are blood- 
washed, and for that reason, they are before the 
throne. They are closely identified with Him who 
sits. on the throne, for He shall “dwell among 
them.” Their days of hunger, thirst, and dark- 
ness, are finished; for the Lamb shall feed them, 
and lead them, and shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. This is the blessed and victorious 
ending of the Gentile church age, the morning of 
which was so gloriously begun on the day of 
Pentecost. 

Here, then, we see the full measure of the Gen- 
tiles (Rom. 11:25), coming out of great tribula- 
tion, at the close of the day, or the sevenfold 
period of the completed church. This marks the 
. completion of the seven periods of time, which 
are of the same duration as the seven churches, 
and the seven messages. See Chart. 

This will be when the Holy Spirit has completed 
His work among the Gentiles, and has found the 
last Gentile who will repent and believe. The 
time is coming when no Gentile can be found who 
will repent, Rev. 9:20, 21. Therefore, the office’ 
work of the Holy Spirit, with the Gentiles, will 
have been completed, until the time of the mil- 
lennium when Israel will fulfill their part of the 
covenant, and carry the gospel to all the world. 
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The closing of the seventh chapter of Revela- 
tion marks also the fullness of the work of those 
“other husbandmen” to whom the Householder 
let the vineyard, after He had taken it away 
from the first husbandmen. Note Matt. 21:41, 
“He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and 
will let out his vineyard to other husbandmen, 
who shall render him the fruits in their season.” 

The time of the maturing of these messages 
into the fruiting and harvesting seasons is the 
closing of the Gentile church age. The seven 
messages to these seven churches speak of the 
completed work of the last set of husband- 
men, whom the Lord has placed in His vineyard 
to render the fruits in their seasons. The Gen- 
tile church season, or dispensation, closes with the 
full measure of the Gentiles, which these last 
husbandmen will bring in. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
The Rapture. 


After careful study of the previous chapters 
of this book, we must have anticipated the truth 
of the rapture, which we hope to make clear in 
this chapter. If we study the chart which is 
folded in this book, we will see that the first res- 
urrection commences at the rapture, and con- 
tinues until the Glorious Appearing of Christ. 
This is the resurrection of which John speaks in 
Rev. 20:4-6, as follows: 

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given unto them: and I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

“But the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection. 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and 


of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years.” 


I. NOT GENERAL RESURRECTION 


The idea that all the dead are brought forth 
at the same time, and that there will be a zeneral 


86 


THE RAPTURE 87 


judgment, to which all, both good and bad, will be 
called, and judged at the same time, is an error 
that grows out of not rightly dividing the word 
of truth. 

One of the evident things in God’s word is 
that there is a first resurrection, and that this 
resurrection will precede the millennium. The 
scripture says, in Rev. 20:5, “But the rest of the 
dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrection.” 

So, it is scripturally certain that all the wicked 
and those who have received the mark of the 
beast will be resurrected after the thousand 
years are finished. In other words, the holy ones 
will live and reign with Christ a thousand years 
before the wicked ones will be resurrected. This, 
of itself, is sufficient to cause us to reject the idea 
of one general resurrection. , 


1. First Resurrection Not New Birth 


It is quite common to hear, from those who 
seem to be careless in the reading of God’s word, 
that the first resurrection is the new birth. This 
is not authenticated by the scriptures. Resur- 
rection, as referred to in the quotation given 
above, Rev. 20:5, is not figurative, but is a word 
literally applied to the dead body. 

The new birth has reference to the regener- 
ation of the spirit, which makes us new creatures 
in Christ. We are distinctly told in Eccl. 12:7, 
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it 
was: but the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it.” This explains the verse given in 1 
Thess. 4:14: “For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him.” The spirits of 
those who have died in the triumphs of a living 
faith in Jesus go at once to God, only their 
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bodies go into the grave. But at the first resur- 
rection, all the bodies of those righteous dead 
will hear the call and come forth to meet Jesus, 
their spirits will take possession of their 
resurrected and glorified bodies, and they will be 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 

Paul says, in 1 Cor. 15:23, “But every man in 
his own order.” Order here means regiment, or 
rank. This is an important fact, and helps us 
to decipher the manner of the resurrection. Some 
will be in rank A, and some in rank B. The dead 
and the living will take the rank peculiar to the 
state they possessed while they were alive. The 
fact that multitudes will have died before that 
day will make no difference in their rank. Those 
who remain until the moment of that call to come 
forth will be changed, and they will join those 
whose rank corresponds with theirs. This makes 
it plain that the church of the Gentiles will be 
made up of orders, according to the measure of 
the Holy Ghost’s work in their lives. 

The first resurrection is not the new birth, be- 
cause we are told, in Rev. 20:6, “Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection.” 
This is evidence that the new birth must first be 
experienced before we can ever have part in the 
first resurrection. That experience of blessed- 
ness and holiness, which the new birth gives is 
not the first resurrection, but a pre-requisite 
for it. 

Again, order is one of the first principles of 
God, the Creator; and it is reasonable to believe 
that order will be the character of the summons 
to the judgment. That order is plainly set forth: 
first the just, then the unjust. It will be first 
the righteous, then the wicked; for in no case 
are the wicked represented as coming to be 
judged with the righteous. God does not mix 
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things. Sometimes man gets things mixed, but 
it is because he does not carefully read the scrip- 
tures. 

We have seen how the previous chapters of 
this book have set forth the order of the reckon- 
ing time. That order is that the Gentiles shall 
be first and Israel last. If you will refer again 
to the chart, you will see that the great regiment 
of the first resurrection is divided into the follow- 
ing orders: 

1. The rapture of the Gentile full overcomers. 

2. The tribulation saints, or the fullness of the 
Gentiles. 

3. The rapture of believing and full overcom- 
ing Israel. 

4. The glorious appearing of Jesus Christ, or 
His coming back to earth again. 

Our purpose is to take the first two orders, or 
the church of the Gentiles, and scripturally define 
their position. 


2. The Scriptural Fact of the Rapture 


We will notice that there are two orders in the 
church of the Gentiles: their rapture, as seen in 
the fourth chapter of Revelation, and their full- 
ness, as seen in Rev. 7:9. 

The scriptural fact of the rapture is suggested 
by the fourth chapter of Revelation. John is 
caught up by the Spirit into heaven. In order 
that he might have the real experience, John is 
not only caught up, but he is thrust forward into 
the very time and place of the rapture. 

Those whom John first saw, when the door was 
opened, were crowned ones, and were not the 
multitude he saw in the seventh chapter, for that 
order had no crowns: but they were seen as a 
Blood-washed multitude with palms in their 
hands. That fact puts this multitude in another 
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rank, different from that occupied by the rap- 
tured ones whom he saw. 

The four Living creatures, who were in the 
raptured body, seemed to be so closely identified 
with the great throne, upon which God sat, that 
when they spoke their voice seemed to come from 
the midst of that throne, and to be the voice of the 
throne. These four Living creatures seem to 
be the heavenly choristers: they lead the thanks- 
giving service, they lead the worship, they direct 
the anthem of praise. Then in one spirit of ador- 
ation and homage, that happy raptured multitude, 
represented by the four Living creatures and the 
twenty-four Elders, fall before the throne; they 
cast their crowns at the feet of Him who sat 
upon it, saying (Rev. 4:11), “Thou are worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: 
for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy 
pleasure they are and were created.” Again we 
see this same multitude singing the new song 
(Rev. 5:8-14): 

“And when he had taken the book, the four 
beasts and four and twenty elders fell down be- 
fore the Lamb, having every one of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints. 

“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth. 

“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne and the beasts and 
the elders: and the number of them was ten 
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thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands; 

“Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing. 

“And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and such as 
are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
THONG. ok he 

“And the four beasts said, Amen. And the 
four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped 
Him that liveth for ever and ever.” 

It was the gospel of the Son of God; the song 
of redemption, sung by those raptured ones, from 
the midst of the throne. This will be the rap- 
tured company; that glorified, selected body which 
Jesus will call up to meet Him in the air. These 
raptured ones are a prophetic picture of the first 
fruits of the early harvest, the promise of the 
coming full harvest. This full harvest will be 
the completion and fullness of the Gentile church. 
Paul speaks of this in Rom. 11:25: “For I would 
not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own con- 
ceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” 

These four Living creatures and twenty-four 
elders are a prefigured representative body. They 
are not only dictating the anthems of praise, but 
they are voicing the very essence of the inner 
hearts of all who are in that company. Hear the 
responsive chant, or ratification, by the innum- 
erable host which compose that company, and 
then the echoes that come from all the living. 
Rotherham’s translation of verse 10 says, “And 
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didst make them unto our God a kingdom and 
priests.” The King James version says, “And 
didst make us,” etc. Whether it be “them” or 
“us,” they are evidently, identifying themselves 
with this raptured company, and representing, 
in voice and heart, all who are around the throne 
at this prophetic moment. They are there with 
the hosts of others who, with one mighty voice, 
accept and sing that new song. And when the 
music of that angelic host subsides, we hear the 
ratification in Rev. 5:14: “And the four beasts 
said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell 
down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever 
and ever.” 

It seems to one who studies this question, that 
there must be a reason for the rapture. You will 
remember that Jesus said, in the parable of the 
laborers, ‘‘Many are called, but few chosen.” 
Where there is a choice to be made (and Jesus 
says there is a choice), there is a difference; and 
where there is a difference, there are merits pos- 
sessed by some which others do not possess. Jesus 
says that in the reckoning time there will be 
many called, but few chosen. It is evident that 
the ones chosen are those who have qualified, 
especially, for this rapture. 

There is no one who can say, as he looks over 
those who believe in Jesus and belong to His 
body, that all are equally qualified. Some, while 
they believe in Jesus as their Saviour, do not wel- 
come the operation of the Spirit in their lives. We 
can not say they are not Christians, but we can 
say they are not Spirit filled. They have been 
born again by the Spirit, but they have not re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit since they believed. “Have 
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” 
Acts 19:2. Not only are they not advancing, but 
they are resistng the power that would set them 
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on fire for God, and make them efficient in their 
testimony. They do not stand with the class of 
Spirit filled workers whose whole being is alive 
to God. Even the casual observer would not class 
them together. Then why should we expect them 
to be in the same rank at the reckoning time? 
Jesus taught this difference in the parable of the 
pearl of great price; in the parable of the pounds; 
in the parable of the laborers; and in the doctrine 
of rewards, where every man shall receive accord- 
ing to his deeds. 

This being so taught, may we not say the same 
is true of the church which Jesus is calling from 
among the Gentiles? He will not only call the 
church, but from that church which He has 
called, washed, cleansed, and sanctified, He will 
CHOOSE a people for His special glory. That 
choice will be on the ground of special equipment 
and efficiency. God has provided that equipment, 
and he who carelessly refuses to perfect himself 
will certainly not deserve a place in the rapture. 

This suggests our next thought: 


3. The Time of the Rapture 


The time of the rapture will be the time of 
Christ’s second coming, which will be in two 
stages. In the first stage, He will come for the 
Gentile church. In the second stage, He will come 
to Israel as their Messiah. 


Not Expected 


He will come for the Gentile church at a time 
when the world is not thinking of looking for 
Him. His coming will be before the tribulation 
has commenced. If you will notice the chart, you 
will see that the first stage of His second coming 
will be immediately after the utterance of the 
message to the Laodicean church, which is the 
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last message. The effect of that last message 
will be felt until every Gentile who will believe 
has been reached. That message will be carried 
through the first six seals of the tribulation per- 
iod. Therefore those who are not ready to meet 
Jesus when He comes at the rapture will pass into 
the first six stages of the tribulation. John says 
of these (Rev. 7:14), “These are they who come 
out of the great tribulation.”—Rotherham. 

But those who are qualified and worthy will 
be caught up to meet Jesus in the air, when He 
comes for them at the rapture. 1 Thess. 4:15-18 
says: 

“For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. 

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. 

“Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 


Very Near 


The time of that coming, we believe, is very 
near, but the time will not be announced. Even 
the angels in heaven do not know, as that time 
is known by God the Father only. This is the 
element of hope in the gospel, for Paul says, in 
1 Thess. 4:18, “Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” If the whole church were to 
pass through the tribulation, as some believe, this 
verse would have no meaning. The hope which 
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Paul holds out to the church is the fact that those 
who are qualified, at the coming of Christ, shall 
be (not may be), caught up to meet Jesus in the 
air. Thus they escape the fearful tribulation 
which is to come upon the earth, the commence- 
ment of which will be at the entrance of the white 
Horse Rider, Rev. 6:2. 


3. Be Ye Ready 


Now, since the exact time of the rapture can 
not be known, although we know from the ful- 
fillment of prophecies that the time is near, let 
every saint of God be ready; for there will be 
no trumpet to announce this coming. It will be 
preceded by a calm, like that which settles down 
before the breaking of a terrible storm. 1 Thess. 
5:3 says, “When they shall say peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them.” 

It is possible for us to be so absorbed in the 
cares of life, that we will not notice the deception 
of the times. It is even possible for us who are 
deeply absorbed in the study of this long looked- 
for event to be overtaken and miss God’s best 
for us, the rapture. ‘Therefore be ye also 
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of Man cometh,” Matt. 24:44. Pray that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape, Luke 21:36. 


4.The Manner of Christ’s Coming 


We are told that He will come as a thief, and 
this statement reveals two things: first, it defines 
how Jesus will steal away His bride; second, it 
reveals, more clearly than ever, the fact that this 
stage of His coming will be for a different pur- 
pose than the second stage. The second stage 
will be a revelation to the whole world; for “‘ev- 
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ery eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced 
Him,” Rev. 1:7. 

This is additional proof that His coming for 
His precious ones, at the rapture, will be as a 
thief comes, and will not be seen by the world 
of unbelievers. We see, in Heb. 9:28, that “unto 
them that look for Him shall He appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.” So those 
who look ardently for Him (as Rotherham trans- 
lates it), and have made themselves worthy, will 
be the only ones who will see Him at that time. 
“There shall be two men in one bed; the one shall 
be taken, and the other shall be left. Two women 
shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; 
the one shall be taken and the other left,” Luke 
17 :34-36. Doubtless, in each case both were Chris- 
tians, but both were not Spirit filled and not over- 
comers. 


As a Thief 


But, how does a thief come, and for what pur- 
pose? He comes silently. No trumpet announces 
his approach; he carries no flaming torch. He 
comes to steal, and enters stealthily. Then, he 
does not take everything of value. He leaves the 
furniture, which is not what he wants. He looks 
for the diamonds, the rubies, the silver and the 
gold—the things that are most precious. 


Secretly 


Jesus will so come, not with a flaming sword to 
execute vengeance. No one will see Him at this 
time, except those who are ardently looking for 
Him. He is coming for just one thing, which is 
not to reveal His glory, for the time of that rev- 
elation is at the second stage of His coming. That 
one thing will be to catch out His precious Bride. 
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Ah! you say His Bride? Yes! Among the rap- 
tured ones the Bride of Christ will be hidden 
away. The church is the body for which He gave 
Himself. Paul says in Eph. 5:25-27, “Even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself 
for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word. That He might 
present it to Himself a glorious church, not hav- 
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that 
it should be holy and without blemish.” This is 
the pearl for which the merchantman made the 
supreme sacrifice. 

There is something very beautiful in this man- 
ner of Christ’s coming at the rapture. The Bride 
will be ardently and earnestly looking and long- 
ing for her Bridegroom, as the Bridegroom is 
longing for her. That meeting in the air will be 
a blessed, glorious, and mutual greeting. It will 
be the fruition of the hope so long entertained. 
It will be the escape of the precious and beloved 
Bride from the awful throes of the great tribu- 
lation, which must come before the earth is re- 
stored to its Edenic purity. “Because thou hast 
kept the word of My patience, I also. will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall 
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly: hold 
that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy 
crown,” Rev. 3:10, 11. 

Jesus will be the resurrection life of which He 
spoke when He said, “He that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.” 

The unbeliever will not recognize this coming 
of Christ. To him, this catching away of the pre- 
pared and Spirit-filled ones will be a strange co- 
incidence, which he will explain in a materialistic 
way. The believer who is converted, but has not 
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yielded his life to God, will be stricken with a 
spirit of remorse, because he has not given cre- 
dence to the doctrine of Christ’s second coming. 
He will remember all the sermons, testimonies, 
and messages he has heard, and will say, “Yes, 
it is all true, and I have missed it. I have missed 
God’s best, and the joy it would give me now.” 

It is pleasant to believe that between the rap- 
ture and the gathering in of the last straggling 
Gentile, at the end of the church period, there 
will be a mighty turning unto the Lord. Mil- 
lions of church members who are not living a 
victorious life, will then turn to God and yield 
themselves to Him. Many ministers of God who 
have, amidst much reproach, given out the word 
of the kingdom, and warned the people against 
the encroachments of this deceptive age, will re- 
joice to see the fruits of their labor. The word 
shall not return void, it shall accomplish. They 
have strewn the word in hard places, and under 
much discouragement; but they shall come forth 
rejoicing, bearing precious sheaves. 

This rapture is our high calling in Christ. We 
may now take possession of it. If you are not 
ready, you must get ready quickly. This is no 
fancy or dream; Jesus is really coming soon. Do 
not miss God’s best. Let not another day pass 
before you get right with God, “for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 


5. This Rapture Exclusively Gentile 


It has been shown that God does make a separ- 
ation between Israel and the Gentile. You will 
see on the chart that the barley harvest includes 
only the Gentiles. The house of Israel will be 
reckoned with as the wheat harvest. But both 
harvests had the sheaf of first fruits. This sheaf 
of first fruits, in each case, was gathered before 
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the full harvest, which they represented, was 
gathered. Great care was taken to keep the bar- 
ley sheaf separate from the wheat sheaf. This, 
unquestionably, is a type of the Gentile harvest 
and of the Jewish harvest. 

This subject will be treated more fully in the 
next chapter on the Bride of Christ. 


CHAPTER IX. 
The Bride of Christ. 


Much has been said about the Bride of Christ. 
It is evident that she exists somewhere, and is 
acting in some capacity. The place nearest to the 
Bridegroom is the place which is held by the 
Bride. The Bride is. composed of the full over- 
comers, who are very close in their fellowship 
with Christ and with each other. They are also 
in very near relationship to the Holy Ghost, who 
transmits to them the precious things of the 
Bridegroom. 


The world has always listened to the message 
of love; but to the Bride of Christ that message 
is peculiarly sweet and precious. Christ, the 
Bridegroom, speaks to no other as He speaks to 
His beloved bride. His yearning is beautifully 
expressed in the Songs of Solomon 5:2, “TI sleep, 
but My heart waketh: it is the voice of My be- 
loved that knocketh, saying, Open unto me, my 
sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my 
head is filled with dew, and my locks with the 
drops of the night.” 


I. THE BRIDE CHOSEN BEFORE ISRAEL 
WILL BE RECALLED 


To the careful student it is plain that the Bride of 
Christ is not composed of Old Testament saints. 
In Matt. 11:11, it is recorded that Jesus said, 
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“Among them that are born of women there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist.” Yet 
we find John saying (John 3:29, 30), “He that 
hath the Bride is the Bridegroom: but the friend 
of the Bridegroom, which standeth and heareth 
him, rejoiceth greatly because of the Bride- 
groom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 
He must increase, but I must decrease.” The 
Bride of Christ, therefore, was not among the 
great men of Israel, among whom John was the 
greatest. 

We are given three very important statements 
concerning the Bride of Christ, in Acts 15:14-17: 

“Simeon hath declared how God at the first 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a peo- 
ple for His name. 

“And to this agree the words of the prophets; 
as it is written, 

After this I will return, and will build again 
the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and 
I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will 
set it up: 

“That the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom My name 
is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.” 

First: God is taking a people “for His name.” 
What is the meaning of taking a people for His 
name? It means that people will be the bride of 
Jesus, who is the Bridegroom. 


Second: That Bride, or people who take the 
name of Jesus, will be taken from among the Gen- 
tiles, not from among the Israelites. The state- 
ment of John that the Israelites, whom he rep- 
resented, were friends of the Bridegroom, agrees 
with this. A friend is not the Bride, but may 
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be very closely associated with both the Bride 
and the Bridegroom. 

Third: This taking out of the Bride of Christ 
will be accomplished between the time of John’s 
statement and the rebuilding of the tabernacle, 
or the regathering of the Israelites. Since the 
gathering of the Gentiles, from whom the Bride 
of Christ is to come, is not the same as the re- 
gathering of Israel, it follows that the Bride of 
Christ, therefore, can not be of Israel. 

Again, Israel is already married, is a wife and 
not a bride, as is shown by Jer. 3:14, 20: “Turn, 
O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am 
married unto you: and I will take you one of a 
city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to 
Zion.” “Surely as a wife treacherously departeth 
from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously 
with me, O house of Israel, said the Lord.” Is- 
rael has been unfaithful, but she will surely be 
restored to her Husband, God the Father. Note 
Isa. 54:5-7: 

“For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord 
of hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer the Holy 
One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall 
He be called. 

“For the Lord hath called thee as a woman 
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of 
youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. 

“For a small moment have I forsaken thee; 
but with great mercies will I gather thee.” 


II. BRIDE OF CHRIST FROM GENTILES 


The above references are conclusive proof that 
Jesus is calling His Bride from among the Gen- 
tiles, not Israel. No reasoning that will mix those 
who are the Bride of Christ with Israel, who is 
already the Wife of the Father, can be scriptural. 
John the Baptist represented the prophets, and 
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was the greatest of them all, but he was only the 
friend of the Bridegroom. Those who are over- 
comers among the Gentiles will be made one with 
our wonderful Christ, and be with Him as the 
heavenly Bride. 

It is very precious to know that in that great 
gathering of the heavenly marriage company 
there will be such friends as Abraham, Moses, 
Samuel, David, and all those mighty men, who 
stood so true to God the Father. It is wonder- 
ful to know that the Father has sent the Holy 
Ghost to bear the words of love from the Son to 
us, who are Gentiles and so weak and poor in our- 
selves. He tells us that the Son loves us in a 
peculiar sense. 

The Son gave Himself for the church, and from 
it He will choose His Bride. Eph. 5:25-27 says: 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave Himself for it; 

“That He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, 

“That He might present it unto Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
wtihout blemish.” 


1. The Marks of the Bride 


The Bride is a called-out body, from a called-out 
body. Jesus said, “Many be called, but few chos- 
en.” That is, many will be in the church, called 
out of the world; but a few, taken out of the 
church in a special manner, are the chosen ones. 
This chosen company will be composed of those 
who are prepared for the rapture. The Bride 
will be among those who go up in the rapture. It 
is not reasonable to say that all who are con- 
verted will be classed in the same rank. It is 
clearly set forth that the Bride will be chosen by 
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virtue of the cleanness and sanctity of her whole 
life and being. 

There are three kinds of fullness. We see the 
thirtyfold, the sixtyfold, and the hundredfold be- 
lievers. These three ranks of fullness all grew 
on the same good ground. That which fell on 
other ground did not mature, and brought forth 
nothing. 


2. The Bride Has Marks of Fullness 


The difference in the fullness must have been 
caused by the amount of labor bestowed upon 
the growing crop. The three kinds of fullness 
speak of three degrees of merit. This is conclu- 
sive evidence that there are three different or- 
ders, or ranks, in the church. You will find this 
is given on the chart, which shows three vrders: 
the Bride, the Overcomers who are not the Bride, 
and the Tribulation Saints. So we have a people 
who are called out of the world, who constitute 
the believing church; a body called out from the 
church, who form the raptured body of over- 
comers; then we still have a chosen body called 
from among the overcomers. These will be the 
Bride of Christ. 


3. The Bride the Few Chosen 


This viewing of the Bride of Christ as a called- 
out body is in perfect harmony with God’s way 
and method of doing things. He never calls out 
the large body. His method has always been to 
choose a few from the many called. 

He called out Noah and his family into the ark, 
because He had found Noah righteous; it was 
merit that gave Noah his place in the ark. 

He called Abraham out because he possessed the 
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necessary element of faith, and He made him a 
great nation. 


He called Israel out from ail the nations of the 
earth, because they, as a nation, represented 
those who believed in the true God. 

He chose out the first-born of Israel, saying, 
“They shall be Mine.” Then He chose the tribe 
of Levi from among the twelve tribes of Israel, 
and said that they should be for an offering unto 
the Lord. This act of God is peculiarly signifi- 
cant, as is seen in Num. 8:13-16. This shows 
how God chose a tribe from among the tribes, a 
special choice from a choice. 


Ill. THE BRIDE A PECULIAR BODY FOR A 
PECULIAR PURPOSE 


In Eph. 5:25-27, we read, “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the-word, 
that He might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish.” We see here two attitudes of the be- 
liever. 


1. Standing 


First, his standing is perfect in Christ Jesus, 
since the sacrifice was made for every believer, 
for the whole church. Christ’s purpose was also 
that all should be holy without spot or wrinkle. 


2. State 


Second, his state is the degree of perfection at 
which he arrives as he follows on after the Lord. 
All will not submit to the process of perfecting. 
All will not deny themselves, and submit wholly 
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to the Lord; be crucified unto the world, and have 
the world crucified unto them. Their state will 
be the ground of the judgment of the believer. 
“Many are called, but few chosen,” Matt. 20:16. 
Therefore, the Bride will be the few who are 
chosen out of the church. 


IV. THE BRIDE PECULIARLY SEPARATED 


Let us notice further. Gen. 2:23 says, “And 
Adam said, this is bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she 
was taken out of man.” There is a deep signifi- 
cance in the type of Eve, as seen in this scripture. 
Notice that she was taken from the body of the 
first Adam, who said, “‘She shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of man.”” Eve was not 
the body of Adam. She was of his bone and 
of his flesh, but she had a distinct individuality. 
She became, distinctly, a separate body. She was 
made peculiarly separate, that she might be the 
bride of Adam. His body could not be his bride. 

Paul speaks of this, in Eph. 5:32, as a great 
mystery, and says it is the church. The truth is. 
there is an earthly body of Christ. Paul said, 
“Now are ye the body of Christ.” This is the 
church militant. As out of Adam’s side came 
his bride, so out of the militant church will be 
taken the Bride of Christ. This is another un- 
answerable proof that the Bride will not be the 
whole body of Christ, but will be separated from 
that great body of believers, which we call the 
church. 

Notice again: The separation of Adam’s bride 
took place while he was in a deep sleep; and so it 
will be when the Bride of Christ is taken out 
of the body, at the rapture. At that time the 
church will be in the midst of sensual counter at- 
tractions which will blind her eyes, stop her ears, 
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and make her insensible to the separation of the 
Spirit-filled body, the Bride, who will be secretely 
stolen away by her Lover—Christ. But when she 
opens her eyes she will be conscious of the fact 
that those who were her strength and power are 
gone. If you will read the last message, given 
to the Laodicean church, you will see these very 
conditions portrayed. Rev. 3:15-18: 

“T know thy works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot: I would that thou wert cold or hot. 


“So then because thou art lukewarm, and neith- 
er cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of My mouth. 


“Because thou sayest, I am rich and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing: and know- 
est not that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor and blind, and naked: 


“I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, 
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame 
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine 
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” 


Vv. THE BRIDE IN THE SHEAF OF FIRST 
FRUITS 


There are some who maintain that there will 
be no rank, or order, as reward of merit, when 
we have come to our fullness as a church. But 
types and prophecy teach us differently. Notice 
how the sheaf of the first fruits was gathered. 
The master of the field took his sickle and search- 
ed the whole field. He gathered one head here 
and another there, taking only the early ripened, 
well filled, perfect heads. When he had gathered 
this sheaf he took it to the priest, who offered 
it as the sheaf of the first fruits, which was a 
promise of the full harvest to follow. This mas- 
ter of the field is a type of Christ, who will come 
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as a thief, to take only the most precious ones 
out of the church. The sheaf of first fruits is a 
type of those who will be taken out of the Gen- 
tile church at the time of the rapture. They will 
be selected, caught up, and offered as a promise 
of the great harvest to follow, which will be the 
fullness of the Gentiles. 

Can the fact that the raptured ones will be a 
choice out of a choice be more clearly set forth? 
They are separated as the choicest, early ripe 
heads, and caught up in advance of the great har- 
vest from the same field. This is a wonderful 
type, and proves again the doctrine of the rap- 
ture. There can be no questioning of the fact 
that the first fruits of the Gentile church will 
be caught out, by Him who is Master of the field, 
before the great harvest is gathered. 


VI. THE BRIDE SEPARATED AND 
CLEANSED 


Could you place with that company we call 
the Bride the man who, though born again, has 
never separated himself from the world by spe- 
cial service? He is still loving the theatres, the 
cards, and the dance, and does not expect or want 
the Bridegroom to come. We have many believ- 
ers of that type, whose habits class them with 
the smoking, chewing, drinking crowd. The very 
thought of placing them with the overcomers is 
distasteful to any one. It is not possible that they 
could share equally with those who have sep- 
arated themselves by self-denial and cross-bear- 
ing, and have chosen, for Christ’s sake, to suf- 
fer reproach outside the camp. The Bride of 
Christ is a chosen, early ripe, well filled body 
and, like the sheaf of first fruits, she will be taken 
out before the sickle gathers the great harvest, 
thus escaping the tribulation. Luke 21:26 says, 
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“Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before 
_ the Son of Man.” 

Paul’s prophetic view saw this separated sheaf 
of first fruits of the early harvest when he gave 
us the following in 1 Thess. 4:16, 17: 

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” 

He left us His benediction of comfort in the 
eighteenth verse: ‘Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words.” 


VII. REQUISITES OF THE BRIDE 


Sanctification is one of the requisites of the 
Bride of Christ. Paul says concerning the Bride, 
“Christ gave Himself for her that He might sanc- 
tify her.” Sanctification here means the same as 
it means elsewhere, separation unto a holy pur- 
pose. The purpose of Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross was that we might be thus separated, and 
it is the privilege of every one who is called. But 
we know that all who are called are not thus 
separated; consequently, they are not chosen. 
So, while Christ’s purpose was to provide a means 
by which He might present to Himself a Bride 
separated from the world, there will be but few 
who will be willing to deny themselves. 


1. Sanctified 


“Sanctified and cleansed by the word’ means 
that as the word of God operates on us, it reveals 
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our state. Thus, sanctification and cleansing are 
a progressive process. As the word of God is 
made known to us, it makes new claims for chas- 
tity and holiness. As its depths are unfathom- . 
able, its claims are not fully known, and we are 
always in the progressive stage of sanctification. 
So the Bride of Christ is making herself ready. 
She is now the pearl of great price, before He has 
polished her and made her all glorious, “that He 
might present to Himself a church without spot 
or wrinkle.” She will be perfected at the resur- 
rection. He will catch her up to Himself, and she 
shall see Him as He is. Then she shall be like 
Him. 


2. Much Prayer 


Then much prayer is another requisite which 
the Bride must possess. When Christ gave the 
exhortation to pray always, He did it because 
there is no other way of becoming ready for the 
rapture. Nothing will take the place of prayer. 
Faith will not, of itself, make us broken in spirit. 
Neither will faith, alone, keep us yielded to God. 
But prayer changes things. It changes us from 
formal to contrite suppliants. It changes a hard, 
unfeeling heart to one of brokenness and meek- 
ness. No one can make any advancement in the 
spiritual life, unless he has the prayer life. Prayer 
illuminates the avenues of our hearts, so we can 
understand God’s word. Much prayer will char- 
acterize the life of the Bride, and help to qualify 
her for God’s very best. 


3. Patience or Endurance 


Endurance is one of the requisites John speaks 
of in Rev. 3:10. “Because thou didst keep My 
word of endurance, I will also keep thee out of 
the hour of trial which is about to come upon the 
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whole habitable world, to try them that dwell! 
upon the earth.”—Rotherham. This is very 
plain. We need no lexicographer to help us to 
understand that. If we measure up to the sanc- 
tity and holiness of the Bride we shall be kept 
out of the tribulation by being transported to the 
skies before it breaks out. 


4. Peculiar Belief 


Now Jesus tells us that a peculiar belief in 
Him is necessary. In John 11:25, 26, He says, 
“He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in Me shall never die.” We can readily see 
that it is the resurrection power in our bodies 
that is meant here. That is the power which will 
raise the dead bodies at the rapture, and at the 
Same moment catch up the ready ones who will 
be living at that time. And together they will 
meet Jesus in the air. 


5. A Great Love 


It is but natural to think that those who will 
be the Bride of Christ must have a great love 
_ for Him—their Bridegroom. This brings us face 
to face with a practical fact. There will be many, 
at the time of the rapture, who are not loving 
Christ supremely, who nevertheless must be 
called believers, and members of His church. But 
we know Jesus expects an unwavering love. If 
we really love Him we will be ardently looking 
for Him. A bride who mixes up with other affec- 
tions and is unfaithful to her lover, will not be 
worthy of him. If she loves him she longingly 
looks for his coming. She keeps herself ready to 
receive him, and to be received by him. So it is 
with the Bride of Christ. She will keep herself 
ready for His appearing at any moment. 
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6. Expectancy 


Then she must be expectant. We are told that 
“unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time.” This expectancy of Christ’s 
appearing begets readiness. Jesus said that one 
is a faithful and wise servant who does not say 
in his heart, “My Lord delayeth His coming.’ 
We confidently believe that if we are ready to be 
caught up as the Bride of Christ, we will be ready 
for ‘anything He has for us. 

An expectant faith is the only faith that 
amounts to anything. ‘He that would come unto 
Christ must believe that He is, and that He is the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 


7. Soul Winner 


Surely the Bride of Christ must be an efficient 
soul winner. She must have that element in her 
which will bring forth spiritual children. It is 
inconceivable that the one who is barren and un- 
fruitful in spirituality can ever be the Bride of 
Christ. Jesus has provided the means by which 
we may all become proficient workers for the sal- 
vation of souls, and He surely expects His bride 
to be thus equipped. There are believers in Jesus 
who have never made an effort to win souls for 
Him; and for this very reason they are barren, 
and can not be in the rapture. 


8. The Holy Spirit 


There is still another requisite which I will 
mention, and that is a spirit of hunger and earn- 
est searching for God’s choicest and best gift. 
The absence of this hunger will tend toward bar- 
renness and emptiness; but, “He that hungereth 
and*thirsteth: (os. 0. shall be filled.” In these 
days no one can expect to be in the rapture who 
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will not heed the Holy Spirit’s entreaty to come 
into a life of fullness, by tarrying for the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus has provided for this efficiency. We re- 
member that He said, in the fourteenth chapter 
of John, “Greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto My Father. . . . I will pray 
the Father and He shall give you another Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you forever.” No- 
tice the marvelous works of the apostles; thous- 
ands of souls were saved in a single day, which 
was great work. Jesus labored three years, and 
one hundred twenty souls were the product of 
His labors; but when this equipment of the Holy 
Ghost came, the church grew marvelously. 

It seems to those who are deeply concerned, 
that we all need to get back to first principles. 
Those who aspire to be members of the Bride, will 
not dare to resist the Holy Spirit. All should be 
conscious of the need of much prayer and endur- 
ance, lest they come short of God’s best, and find 
themselves without the essential requisites which 
will enable them to be in that raptured company. 


CHAPTER X. 
The Antichrist. 


We have already seen that the fullness of the 
church period brings us to the end of the seventh 
chapter of Revelation. Also, we have seen the 
full and complete ending of the church in the 
great multitude of blood-washed, saved Gentiles, 
who came up out of the great tribulation. This 
great multitude is not the Bride, for she was 
taken out of this body at the time of the rapture; 
but these are those who were not looking for the 
Bridegroom, and consequently were not ready 
when He came. They are those who will be left 
to enter the tribulation, but will be delivered 
therefrom when the full measure of the Gentiles 
shall be gathered ‘in. 

Notice now the chart. You see that it shows 
that the “fullness” of the Gentiles is not the 
“time” of the Gentiles. The “time” of the Gen- 
tiles commenced about the year 606 B.C., or at 
the beginning of the Babylonian captivity; and 
will continue until the glorious appearing of 
Christ, when He shall come with the armies of 
heaven to destroy them that destroy the earth, 
Rev. 19:1-21. The fullness of the Gentiles com- 
menced when the door of faith was opened to 
the Gentiles, as given in Acts 13:46 and 14:27: 

“Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
said, It was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been spoken to you: but seeing 
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ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unwor- 
ey of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gen- 
tiles.” - 


“And when they were come, and had gathered 
the church together, they rehearsed all that God 
had done with them, and how He had opened the 
door of faith unto the Gentiles.” 


This time of the fullness of the Gentiles closes 
with the close of the church period. Paul speaks 
of this in Rom. 11:25, “that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in.” This time will continue until 
the end of the church period; hence this measure 
of the Gentiles corresponds to the people whom 
the Holy Spirit is gathering from all nations, 
which company is described in Rev. 7:9: “After 
this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands.” 

This corresponds to the great and full harvest, 
of which the rapture was a promise. Rev. 
(ih3-17 * 

“And one of the elders answered, saying unto 
me, What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they? 

“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And 
he said to me, These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

“Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve Him day and night in His temple: and 
He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. 

“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
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any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. 

“For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes.” 

This also corresponds to the barley harvest, or 
early harvest, which had to be gathered before 
the wheat harvest, or the late harvest, could be 
commenced. Of this we will speak later. 

Now in this chapter we wish especially to con- 
sider the Antichrist. 


I. WHO IS HE? 


Before we attempt to show, by scriptural 
names, who the Antichrist is, let us consider some 
scriptural suggestions as to his identity. There 
has been much speculation on this subject. We 
should remember, when we are reasoning con- 
cerning the identity of the Antichrist, that what 
he appears to us to be may not be what he really 
is. His very nature is deception and his name 
“The Lie.” His real identity is now a mystery, 
and it will not be fully known until he reveals 
himself, as spoken of by Paul. This will take 
place just before the glorious appearing of Christ, 
when Antichrist will turn, with all his fury, 
against the Jews. We wish modestly to mention, 
as suggestions, a few scriptural statements which 
may help to identify him, and then dwell more 
certainly on the names ascribed to him. 

We will notice, first, a reference which suggests 
that the Antichrist might be an Assyrian. Isa- 
lah 10:5, 6 says: 

“O Asyrian, the rod of Mine anger, and the 
staff in their hand is Mine indignation. 

“T will send him against an hypocritical nation, 
and against the people of My wrath will I give 
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him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the 
prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the 
streets.” 

The prophet says this Assyrian is to use the 
rod of God’s anger, and the staff of His indigna- 
tion, against Israel. They are a hypocritical na- 
tion whom this Assyrian will tread down like the 
mire of the streets. To show that this has refer- 
ence to the tribulation, or the time of Jacob’s 
trouble, we refer you to Isa. 10:12: 

“Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, when 
the Lord hath performed His whole work upon 
mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the 
fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, 
and the glory of his high looks.” 

This is what the Lord will do to the Antichrist 
at the time of His glorious appearing. 

Again, in Isa. 10:24, we see the manner of this 

trouble will be by a rod and a staff, as it was in 
Egypt: 
“Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, O 
My people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of 
the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and 
shall lift up his staff against thee, after the man- 
ner of Egypt.” 

I think the words of assurance found in this 
verse are for the believing ones who will be in 
Israel at that time. In that day Israel will pass 
through great plagues, as they did in the land 
of Egypt. Let it be remembered that it was an 
Assyrian Pharaoh who persecuted the Israelites 
in Egypt. 

We see the nature of the doom that awaits the 
Assyrian in Isa. 30:31: “For through the voice 
of the Lord shall the Assyrian be beaten down, 
which smote with a rod.” Notice that it is by the 
voice of the Lord the Antichrist will meet his 
doom. Paul says, in 2 Thess. 2:8, ‘And then shall 
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that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 

As said before, these passages are offered mere- 
ly as suggestions. They seem to identify the An- 
tichrist as an Assyrian, but when he is revealed 
he may prove to be a different person. 

Note one more reference found in Dan. 11: 
BY Fyeatole 

“Neither shall he regard the God of his fath- 
ers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any 
god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 

“But in his estate shall be honour the god of 
forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not 
shall he honour with gold and silver, and with 
precious stones and pleasant things.” 

This scripture is more than a suggestion. There 
is little doubt that this king whom Daniel saw 
is the same person John saw as the white horse 
rider, going forth conquering and to conquer. 
From these scriptures we may infer that the An- 
tichrist will be an Assyrian Jew, who has repud- 
iated the “God whom his fathers knew,” and 
turned to worship the god of forces. 

Let us now notice some definite scriptures 
which refer to the identity of Antichrist, and 
oe of the scriptural names which are applied 
to him. 


1. One Coming in His Own Name 


I believe that Christ. had reference to the Anti- 
christ when He said, in John 5:48, “I am come 
in My Father’s name, and ye receive Me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive.” So even in the time of Christ’s 
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humanity, if this reference be rightly applied, we 
find this world character mentioned. 


2. He Is the Wicked One 


In 2 Thess. 2:8, Paul speaks of the Antichrist 
as the “wicked one.” He comes as a deceiver. 
He will, evidently, be much in demand, even by 
the Jews, until he reveals himself. 


3. He Is the Lie 


Paul also speaks of him as “The Lie.” There 
are many who are willing to be deceived. Some 
have been trying to construct their own salva- 
tion, while others have been very ready to drift 
into false doctrines, and willingly reject the blood 
of Jesus Christ. All these who do not love the 
truth will be given a real deception. 


4. He Is the Son of Perdition 


This name is applied to but two persons in the 
Bible. The first time it is applied to Judas Is- 
cariot by Christ, in John 17:21: ‘Those that Thou 
gavest Me I have kept, and none of them is lost, 
but the son of perdition.” Paul calls the Anti- 
christ “the son of perdition” in 2 Thess. 2:3. Some 
- who have given much thought to the subject think 
that this means Judas will return as Antichrist. 

Jesus said, in John 6:70, “Have not I chosen 
you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” To no 
human being but Judas is the name “Diabolas” 
(devil) applied. We wish to be conservative about 
saying that Judas was the devil incarnated; but 
there are many who think this to be a fact. We 
could infer, as the Antichrist is positively iden- 
tified as the son of perdition, that he must be 
Judas, returned to complete his mission by one 
more betrayal of Christ. Whether or not the 
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Antichrist will be Judas incarnated, he will come 
as the arch betrayer of God’s chosen seed, Israel.. 
His revelation will disclose who he is and what 
he is. 

There is another strange fact recorded in Rev. 
19:20. The Antichrist does not die when he 
meets his doom; others die and are buried. At 
the great white throne judgment, death and hell 
will yield up the dead that are in them, and they 
will be judged and cast into a lake of fire. But of 
this son of perdition it is said that he was cast 
alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
This will take place a thousand years before the 
judgment of the great white throne. At that 
judgment all whose names are not written in the 
book are cast into the lake of fire. The devil is 
also taken and cast into the lake of fire, where 
the beast (Antichrist) and false prophet ARE. 
Some have placed much emphasis on this lan- 
guage, and attempt to prove that the Antichrist 
will be a supernatural man. While he may be more 
than a mere man, as may be suggested here, the 
scriptural proof for that position is lacking. 


5. He Is the Man of Sin 


Paul names the Antichrist ‘that man of sin,” 
in 2 Thess. 2:3-8: 


“Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a fall- 
ing away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition; 


“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. 

“Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with 
you, I told you these things? 
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“And now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might be revealed in his time. 

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already 
work: only He who now letteth will let, until He 
be taken out of the way. 

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of 
His coming.” 

Rotherham translates verse three: “That no 
one may cheat you in any one respect. Because 
that day will not set in except the revolt come 
first, and there be revealed the man of lawless- 
ness, the son of destruction.” 

Notice the words, “the revolt.’ This implies 
that the ones who have attached themselves to 
the Antichrist will revolt. These two things, the 
revolt of Israel and the revelation of the Anti- 
chirst, must take place before the day of Christ’s 
glorious appearing, when He shall come with the 
armies of heaven to take possession of His throne. 
Rev. 19th chapter. This is the “day” of which 
Paul speaks—the day of Christ. 

But the day of Antichrist, the man of sin, must 
come first. Dan 9:27 says that Israel will enter 
into a covenant (treaty) with the Antichrist for 
one week. But he also says that the Antichrist 
will break the covenant in the midst of the week, 
at which time the revolt will take place; for he 
will take away the daily sacrifice, and set up the 
abomination that makes desolate. At that time 
Antichrist will reveal his real character, and Is- 
rael will know how miserably they have been de- 
ceived. 

Suddenly it will be revealed to them that this 
is the man to whom the scriptures refer when 
they speak of “the one in his own name,” the 
“wicked one,” the “lie,” the “son of perdition,” 
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the “man of sin,” ete. National Israel, who at 
this time will have reached the zenith of her 
power, will be overthrown and her trouble, of 
which Christ spoke, and of which Daniel proph- 
esied, will have begun. 

This brings us to the consideration of our next 
subject—the seventieth week of Daniel. 


CHAPTER XI. 
Daniel’s Seventieth Week. 


In this chapter we will try to make plain the 
meaning of Daniel’s seventieth week. In the first 
place, we will give attention to the interpreta- 
tion of the seventy weeks, which was given to 
Daniel by the angel Gabriel, Dan. 9:24-27: 

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peo- 
ple and upon thy holy city, to finish the trans- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince shall 
be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks: the 
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times. 

“And after threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof 
shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
desolations are determined. 

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week: and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he 
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shall make it desolate, even until the consumma- 
tion, and that determined shall be poured upon 
the desolate.” 

This revelation to Daniel is one of the marvel- 
ous things of prophecy. It proves, in many re- 
spects, the accuracy of the scriptures. It forces 
us, if we wish to understand prophecy and ap- 
ply it, to accept all scripture in the order in which 
it was given; this is especially true of the book 
of Revelation. If we change the order of the 
chapters in Revelation, then the book of Daniel, 
the prophecies of Isaiah, and much of Ezekiel be- 
come utterly unintelligible. Let us now notice 
this prophecy of the seventy weeks. 

It is a fixed period of time, determined by God. 
“Seventy weeks are determined,” verse 24. 

It is a period of time in which certain prede- 
termined events are to take place, verse 24. 

In this period of time the events prescribed 
concern Jerusalem and Daniel’s people, not the 
Gentiles, Dan. 10:14. 


I. SEVENTY WEEKS DIVIDED 


Notice how Gabriel divides this period of sev- 
enty weeks into seven weeks, sixty-two weeks, 
and one week. This period of seventy weeks dates 
definitely from the month Nisan, which is March, 
in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes. It 
was at this time that the commandment to re- 
build the streets and walls of Jerusalem went 
forth. Neh. 2:1, 6: “And it came to pass in 
the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Ar- 
taxerxes the king, . . . and the king said unto 
me (the queen also sitting by him), For how long 
shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? 
So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him 
a time.” 

This is the commandment which is referred to 
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in Dan. 9:25: “From the going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 
the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks and 
threescore and two weeks.” The time in the first 
division was seven weeks. In this first division 
the streets, walls, and the temple were restored. 

Then we are told that after threescore and 
two weeks (62 weeks), shall Messiah be cut off. 
It was seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks from 
the month Nisan in the twentieth year of Artax- 
erxes to the crucifixion of Christ. But Daniel was 
told that seventy weeks were determined; there- 
fore we still have the seventieth week, which 
must be definitely located. 


1. Seventy Weeks for Israel Only 


Let me again call your attention to the impor- 
tant fact that these seventy weeks pertain to 
the Jews, or Israel, only. This being true, then 
the time from the cutting off of Messiah to the 
beginning of the seventieth week will be a period 
which will pertain to the Gentiles, and not to the 
Jews. We have clearly shown that this is a per- 
iod which is not counted in the Jewish calendar ; 
neither are there any prophecies concerning it. 
God reckons time only as it directly concerns His 
people. This time of grace pertains to the Gen- 
tile church. It is an indefinite period in which 
the Holy Spirit is seeking out a people for the 
name of Christ, from among the Gentiles. 

Now, we know definitely when this period of 
grace to the Gentiles commenced, but Jesus said 
no man knoweth the day nor the hour when it 
will end; however, we do know that it will con- 
tinue until the time of which Paul speaks in 
Rom. 11:25, “Until the full measure of the Gen- 
tiles be come in.” We can not know when that 
measure will be full. On the contrary, there are 
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scriptures which locate many things which are 
to take place during the last week of Daniel; 
therefore it is important that we consider this 
period, and its relative position to the other sixty- 
nine weeks. 


2. Time Value of the Week 


God’s way of expressing time is very peculiar, 
but it is very definite. Many people carelessly 
pass over the time element in the scriptures. 
They satisfy themselves that there is no way of 
computing God’s weeks, months, and years, by 
saying that a day with the Lord is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as a day. But let 
us carefully follow this part of our study and see 
if the scriptures will not reveal something to us. 

First, we will turn to the words of God in 
Num. 14:34: “After the number of the days in 
which ye searched the land, even forty days, each 
day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years, and ye shall know my breach of 
promise.” Here we have a clue to a very impor- 
tant part of Daniel’s prophecy, a day for a year. 
If we use this unit of time value, we can say, very 
definitely, that the week of which Daniel speaks 
will be just seven years in length. 

Again let us turn to Ezekiel 4:6, which reads: 
“When thou hast accomplished them, lie again 
on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the in- 
iquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have 
appointed thee each day for a year.” Here God 
again uses the same measurement to express 
time value. We will now show, by actual facts, 
that this is the time value of Daniel’s seventy 
weeks. 

Gabriel said, “Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon the holy city.” As 
we have said before, this does not mean Gentiles, 
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so let us apply it to the Jews only, and it will 
make many things plain. Let us again notice the 
statement in Dan. 9:24: 

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peo- 
ple and upon thy holy city, to finish the trans- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.” 

If we follow the rule of value which is given 
above, we have four hundred and ninety of these 
prophetic days, or four hundred and ninety calen- 
dar years. There were several systems of comput- 
ing time. The lunar year had three hundred fifty- 
four days; the solar year, three hundred sixty- 
five days; the astronomical year, three hundred 
sixty-five and one-fourth days; the calendar year, 
three hundred sixty days. God never varies from 
his plan, even in computing time to His people, 
so we are not suiting our own convenience when 
we say the calendar year is the system we must 
use. How do we know God uses the calendar 
year? We will refer to the word of God in Gen. 
7:11: “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, 
in the second month, the seventeenth day of the 
month, the same day were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened.” The seventeenth day of the sec- 
ond month is definitely stated as the time when 
Noah entered into the ark. The thirteenth verse 
of the same chapter says, “In the selfsame day 
entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, 
the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three 
wives of his sons with them, into the ark.” 

We read that the waters prevailed one hundred 
fifty days, Gen. 7:24. At the end of the one hun- 
dred fifty days the ark rested on the mountains 
of Ararat, “in the seventh month, on the seven- 
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teenth day of the month.” It was just five months, 
for he entered the ark on the seventeenth day of 
the second month; therefore, five months equal 
one hundred fifty days, thirty days to each month. 
This is the calendar system. 

Now let us go back to the question of Daniel’s 
seventy prophetic weeks. As we have already 
stated, there were four hundred ninety calendar 
years in these seventy weeks. Scholars who have 
carefully computed the time, and compared the 
facts of history, tell us it was four hundred 
eighty-three years from the commandment of 
Artaxerxes to restore Jerusalem until the cruci- 
fixion of Christ. This is another illustration of 
the marvelous accuracy of prophecy. It also 
shows us how uncertain and misleading is the 
assumed right of many interpreters of the book 
of Revelation to dislocate the chapters. They mix 
the seven seals, the seven trumpets, and the seven 
vials into a conglomerated mass, and then expect 
to understand and apply this prophecy of Daniel 
and other prophecies which refer to this time. 

The fact that Dan. 9:24-27 refers to Daniel’s 
people only is in perfect harmony with other facts 
of scripture, already set forth in the foregoing 
chapters of this treatise. When we are consid- 
ering this portion of Revelation, we are consider- 
ing the time when the fulfillment of prophecy is 
converging upon the Israel of God, and upon the 
incidents that will attend the final, deadly con- 
nee aioe that chosen people and the Anti- 
christ. 


3. “Time, Times, and Dividing of Time” 


_ We have already shown the time value of Dan- 
iel’s seventieth week to be seven years. It is 
definitely set apart from the sixty-nine weeks as 
especially belonging to the “latter days.’ While 
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interpreting the expression, “time, times, and the 
dividing of time,” we wish to mention other sim- 
ilar references. We find this expression used 
twice in the book of Daniel and once in the book 
of Revelation. From Dan. 7:25, we learn that 
the saints are to be given into the hands of the 
Antichrist until a “time and times and a divid- 
ing of time.” This is followed by the statement, 
in the twenty-eighth verse, “Hitherto is the end 
of the matter.” So we can clearly see that this 
expression has reference to the latter days of 
Daniel’s people, and to the latter part of the trib- 
ulation which is to come upon Israel, and upon 
the whole world, Rev. 3:10. 

In Dan. 12:7, we have the same expression, ex- 
cept that the words “half a time” are used in- 
stead of “dividing of time.” This does not change 
the time value, for the dividing of a time is equiv- 
alent to cutting it into two equal parts. You will 
notice that this, also, has reference to the last 
half of the days of Israel’s trouble. Daniel asked 
the question, “How long shall it be to the end of 
these wonders?” and the answer was given in 
Dan. 12:7-9, as follows: 

“It shall be for a time, times, and an half; and 
when he shall have accomplished to scatter the 
power of the holy people, all these things shall 
be finished. . 

“And I heard, but I understood not: then said 
I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these 
things? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for 
the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end.” 

This being a prophecy which refers directly 
to the Antichrist and to the time of the end, we 
shall find its fulfillment in the last part of Dan- 
iel’s seventieth week. We will now turn to Rev- 
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elation for the explanation of this time value, for 
Revelation is the book of its fulfillment. 

In Rev. 12:6 this same time value is expressed 
when reference is made to the sunclad woman, 
who has just been delivered of a ‘Man Child.” 
“The woman fled into the wilderness, where she 
hath a place prepared of God, that they should 
feed her there a thousand two hundred and three- 
score days.” Twelve hundred sixty days are 
equivalent to forty-two months, or three and a 
half years. In the fourteenth verse of this same 
chapter we find the expression “time, times, and 
half a time,” is used in reference to this same 
woman; so it must have the same time value as 
the twelve hundred sixty days, or three and a 
half calendar years. Therefore, we see that a 
time means one year; times, two years; and half 
a time, half a year. Thus it is made plain that 
the deliverance of the man child (Rev. 12:5) and 
the care of the sunclad woman (Rev. 12: 6, 14) 
took place in the middle of Daniel’s seventieth 
week, or three and a half years before the end 
of the week. 

Again we have proven the last half of Dan- 
iel’s seventieth week to be three and a half years, 
and we know the first half must also be three and 
a half years. So it is established, beyond a doubt, 
that the seventieth week of Daniel will be just 
seven years. 

This brings us to our next subject, the regath- 
ing of Israel. 


CHAPTER XII. 
The Regathering of Israel. 


“Gabriel, make this man to understand the vi- 
sion,’ Dan. 8:16. ‘So he came near where I 
stood,” Dan. 8:17. “And he said, Behold, I will 
make thee to know what shall be in the last end 
of the indignation: for at the time appointed the 
end shall be,” 8:19. 

Again, after the marvelous prayer recorded in 
Dan. 9:3-20, Gabriel came to Daniel and touched 
him, saying, “‘O Daniel, I am now come forth to 
give thee skill and understanding,” 9:22. Let me 
again quote the words of this mighty angel, who 
at the call of Daniel, the faithful servant of God, 
came forth to answer his prayer. Dan. 9:24-27 
says: 

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peo- 
ple and upon thy holy city, to finish the trans- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, 
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the 
wall, even in troublous times. 

“And after threescore and two weeks shall Mes- 
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siah be cut off, but not for Himself: and the peo- 
ple of the prince that shall come shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary: and the end thereof shall 
be with a flood, and unto the end of the war deso- 
lations are determined. 


“And he shall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week: and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he 
shall make it desolate, even until the consumma- 
tion, and that determined shall be poured upon 
the desolate.” 

We have already defined the time value of these 
seventy weeks, and spoken of the indefinite per- 
iod of grace between the sixty-ninth and seven- 
tieth weeks. Now we wish to take up the seven- 
tieth week, or the time which Gabriel desrgnated 
as “the midst of the week . . . even until the 
consummation.” Space will not permit us in this 
volume to deal fully with all the incidents of the 
tribulation week; so we shall confine ourselves, 
principally, to the regathering of Israel, which 
will commence even before the seventieth week, 
and reach the zenith of power by the middle of 
the week. We hope to locate the middle of the 
week in Revelation and define some of the re- 
markable things which will befall Israel at that 
time. 


You can refer to many who have given satis- 
factory comments upon the incidents recorded in 
the book of Revelation, so we will speak more par- 
ticularly of the things which cluster around the 
divisions of the book. 


1. Israel Will Return in Unbelief 
That Israel will be gathered back to their own 
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land is one of the facts of prophecy. We read in 
Ezek. 36:24, 25: 

“For I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will bring 
you into your own land. 

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.” 

This is only one of many prophecies which es- 
tablish the regathering of Israel. But you will 
notice there is an intimation that they will gather 
in unbelief, for the twenty-sixth verse says, “A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you 
a heart of flesh.” This promise is given after 
God said He would bring them from among the 
heathen. 

Let us now notice a more direct reference to 
their state of unbelief, in Zeph. 2:1-3: 

“Gather yourselves together, yea, gather to- 
gether, O nation not desired; before the decree 
bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, be- 
fore the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, 
before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon 


you. 

“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, 
which have wrought His judgment: seek right- 
eousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be 
hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” 

You will note that the marginal reference 
reads, “O nation not desirous,” or a nation which 
has despised the overtures of grace, offered by 
Jesus Christ. We read of Israel in Isa. 65:2, “TI 
have spread out My hands all the day unto a re- 
bellious people, which walked in a way which was 
not good’—or in the way of unbelief. 

This gathering of which Zephaniah speaks will 
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be the gathering before God’s time. “Before the 
decree bring forth, before the day pass as chaff 
(the day of His indignation), before the day of 
the Lord’s anger come upon you.” We can plainly 
see there will be a gathering, but not by the 
Lord. It will be their return to take possesion 
of their inheritance while they are yet rejecting 
Jesus as their Messiah. 

At the first of the week, at the beginning of 
their identity as a nation, we see them entering 
into a covenant with the Antichrist. Dan. 9:27 
says, “And he (Antichrist) shall confirm the cov- 
enant with many for one week.” That is, the 
Antichrist will form an alliance with them on the 
basis of the covenant which God made with them. 
Doubtless the treaty will be that Israel is to main- 
tain her form of worship, the greater part of 
which will be the daily sacrifice. Israel will not 
enter a league of nations; but this treaty with 
the Antichrist will be her covenant with death, 
of which Isaiah speaks in chapter 28:18, 19: 

“And your covenant with death shall be dis- 
annulled, and your agreement with hell shall not 
stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass 
through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. 

“From the time that it goeth forth it shall 
take you: for morning by morning shall it pass 
over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vex- 
ation only to understand the report.” 

The covenant of Almighty God with Israel can 
not admit a third party; but this alliance with the 
Antichrist will be made by Israel while she is 
still in unbelief. Israel’s perverse spirit rejected 
Christ when He offered Himself to her as her 
king, and it will be this same perverse spirit that 
will receive the Antichrist. 
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2. Israel Will Come in Great Wealth 


In the time of Israel’s bondage in Egypt, God 
promised her she should not go out empty hand- 
ed, so she was filled with the gold and silver of 
the Egyptians. As the Israelites were thus lad- 
ened with gold and silver when they came into 
their prominence at Sinai, so will it be at the time 
of her regathering from among all nations. She 
will have accumulated great wealth, which will 
be in the possession of individuals. It is stated 
as a fact that even now the Jews are in posses- 
sion of one fourth of the wealth of the world. 

This will make Israel’s national identity tre- 
mendously significant. She will probably lead all 
nations in the financial world, and will, doubtless, 
be a great factor in international politics. This 
will be a great handicap to the Antichrist, who 
will be the political head of the federated nations. 
The covenant Antichrist makes with Israel will 
become very distasteful to him as time draws 
near the middle of the week, and he sees the 
prominence and power to which they have at- 
tained. The time for the revelation of the Anti- 
chirst has not yet arrived, so he is still man- 
ipulating affairs deceitfully. He fears to make 
himself known because of Israel’s great influence. 

Like the mustard tree of Christ’s parable, Is- 
reel has reached tremendous proportions, and the 
Gentile nations (birds) will seek alliances with 
her (shelter in her branches). 

Israel is also like the unjust steward who tried 
to make a home with his lord’s money. She has 
made herself a national home, but it shall fail 
because it will be built in unbelief. 


3. Israel’s Prominence Will Provoke the Nations 


Even now no nation can achieve the mastery of 
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sea and land, in the financial world or the com- 
mercial world, without provoking the jealousy of 
other nations. There is no international ques- 
tion about which the nations are so sensitive as 
about this one. All the great powers of the world 
are watching, with a jealous eye, any measure 
which will give to another the least advantage 
over themselves. 

We are told in Rev. 11:18, that at the time of 
Israel’s prominence, “The nations were angry.” 
What has made the nations angry? The angry 
nations are the Gentile nations who are federated 
under the. Antichrist. Israel is not federated; 
she stands alone in her majesty. She is proud of 
her achievements over the nations. By her suc- 
cesses, diplomatic and otherwise, she has aroused 
the ever-present spirit of jealousy in the nations, 
and they are angry because the Antichrist, their 
leader, is in treaty relationship with her. The 
nations were angry because Israel had prospered 
more than they. They were angry because Israel 
sat in great prominence. She is the woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.” 
This is national Israel, clothed with majesty and 
power, possessing wealth and influence. She has 
God’s promises; for, although she has rejected 
Jesus as her Messiah, she still has the light of 
faith in God, and the covenant He made with her 
fathers. 

All this will be very distasteful to the nations, 
and, like Pharaoh of old, they will try to devise 
some means by which they may weaken Israel. 
Great pressure will be brought to bear upon the 
Antichrist, and he will be forced, perhaps will- 
ingly, to break his treaty with Israel. Now he 
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has the angry nations with him, and he can re- 
veal himself. 

This treaty with national Israel will be broken 
in the midst of the week, Dan. 9:27. Israel will 
then revolt, and no doubt open war will then be 
declared. 

This will be the beginning of the travail of 
Hees Israel, of which we will now write more 

ully. 


CHAPTER XIII. 
The Sun-Clad Woman. 


The twelfth chapter of Revelation is, in many 
respects, one of the most wonderful chapters in 
the book. The first thing that appears to us is 
the great wonder in heaven, or sign, as most of 
the translations give it. This woman, clothed 
with the sun, crowned ith the stars, and stand- 
ing on the moon, represents something, is a sign 
of something. This chapter is written to iden- 
tify her. 


1. Is the Sun-Clad Woman Not the Church? 


Some say she represents the church, but you 
will notice that six seals, which represent six 
time periods, have been broken; their time per- 
iods have expired, and their events have all been 
fulfilled before the opening of the seventh seal, 
in which the events of the twelfth chapter are 
to take place. You will notice on the chart that 
the end of the church period is the full measure 
of the Gentiles, and that the Gentile church was 
completed in the gathering in of the Gentile trib- 
ulation saints. This event is recorded in Rev. 
ielOn lis 

“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall 
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wipe away all tears from their eyes.” They are 
no longer on earth, but the woman is still on 
earth. 

Therefore this sun-clad woman can not be the 
Gentile church. 


2. Is the Sun-Clad Woman Not the Virgin Mary? 


Again, some say she represents the mother of 
Christ. But this would be taking the events which 
John says will take place when the seventh seal 
is broken,—events which will take place after the 
church periods have expired (Rev. 4:1),—and be 
placing their fulfillment back before the time of 
the cross at the birth of Jesus. So the sun-clad 
woman can not be the mother of Christ. 


3. Sun-Clad Woman in Joseph’s Dream 


Whom does the sun-clad woman represent? She 
represents national Israel. If you will turn to 
Gen. 37:9, you will read the forecast of this sun- 
clad woman in Joseph’s dream: 

“And he dreamed yet another dream, and told 
it to his brethren, and said, Behold, I have 
dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and 
the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance 
to me.” 

This dream is significant in itself, as it per- 
tains to Israel; but the interpretation which Jo- 
seph’s father Jacob gave it, makes the identity 
of the sun-clad woman clear to us. We turn to 
Rev. 12:1, and we read: 

“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; 
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon un- 
der her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars.” 

There can be no mistake that Israel, in some 
phase, is seen in this wonder, but let us confirm 
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it. In Gen. 37:10, 11, we see the interpretation 
which Jacob gave of the sun, moon, and stars: 


“And he told it to his father, and to his breth- 
ren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto 
him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? 
And his brethren envied him; but his father ob- 
served the saying.” 

The fact that there were eleven stars makes the 
identity more definite, as the twelfth star, evi- 
dently, was Joseph. 


There can be no question that the interpreta- 
tion of the sun, moon, and eleven stars, was as 
Jacob gave it; Joseph’s father, mother and his 
eleven brothers. It is clear, then, that the dream 
meant the house of Jacob, or the house of Israel, 
and it would be so recorded in the annals of 
heaven. Therefore, the identity of the woman, 
clothed with the sun, crowned with twelve stars, 
with the moon under her feet, is evidently the 
framework, or government, of the house of Israel. 


4. Sun-Clad Woman National Israel - 


This gloriously clothed and crowned woman will 
be national Israel, the house of Jacob in all their 
political power and prominence. Her clothing is 
the sun, for this nation, although rejecting Je- 
sus as the Messiah, will still be looking for the 
glorious fulfillment of that covenant which was 
renewed with Jacob at Bethel. It was not for 
Jacob only, but for fulfillment in a nation, at that 
time still unborn. That nation was to be no other 
than the nation of Israel. Then the sun, moon, 
and stars of Joseph’s dream were a prophetic 
sign of the nation of Israel. Therefore, the sign 
of the sun-clad woman of Rev. 12:1 must mean 
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national Israel in great prominence before all the 
nations of the earth. 


5. Israel in the Latter Days 


“Now I am come to make thee understand what 
shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet 
the vision is for many days,” Dan. 10:14. 

Having identified the sun-clad woman as na- 
tional Israel, let us now speak of the things which 
will befall her in the latter days. 

I have said, in a previous chapter, that Israel 
will come to national prominence during the time 
of her treaty with the Antichrist. Both the 
Antichrist and Israel will develop great political 
power at the same time. The Antichrist will have 
become the leader of the federated Gentile na- 
tions, and Israel will stand alone, except for her 
treaty relations with the Antichrist. At this 
time two important events will take place: 

First, the Antichrist will break his treaty with 
Israel, after three and a half years. 

Second, the Antichrist will reveal himself, and 
then the things of which Paul speaks in 2 Thess. 
2:8 will be fulfilled. 

Now prophecy locates this time definitely as the 
midst of the week. Dan. 9:27: “And he (Anti- 
christ) shall confirm the covenant with many for 
one week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consumation” 
(end of the week). 

We can not tell when this point of time will 
be reached, but even now we see signs which 
point toward the fulfillment of these prophecies. 


6. Israel Unconsciously Fulfilling Prophecy 
Israel is slowly gathering back in unbelief. The 
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Zionist movement is not necessarily a religious 
movement. In fact, many of its leaders are ag- 
nostics; but this movement is everywhere work- 
ing toward the national organization of Israel. 
England, France, and the United States are lend- 
ing this movement their influence. 

The spirit of unrest and uncertainty, as ex- 
pressed in the social and industrial upheavals in 
all nations, is no small factor in making the re- 
turn of Israel more prominent. As time moves 
on toward the prophetic time when Israel will re- 
turn, we may expect that there will be more and 
more of a spirit of unrest among them, until there 
will be a real exodus of the Jews from all nations 
toward the holy land of their fathers. We are 
astonished and our hearts weep when we think 
how this nation will again, still in stubborn un- 
belief in Jesus, try to take the promised land. 
This unbelief will be their undoing. In this beau- 
tiful sign of national Israel in her great promi- 
nence we see, also, the sign of her fall as a na- 
tion. Of this fall of national Israel we now wish 
to speak. 

This is seen in the deliverance of the man child, 
Rev. 12:5: “And she brought forth a man child 
who was to rule the nations with a rod of iron: 
and her child was caught up to God and His 
throne.”” We will speak of this birth further on. 
It is the same birth of which Isaiah speaks in 
66:7: 

“Before she travailed, she brought forth; be- 
fore her pain came, she was delivered of a man 
child. 

“Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen 
such things? Shall the earth be made to bring 
forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at 
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once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth her children.” 

At this time (the middle of the week) the 
woman flees into the wilderness to a place pre- 
pared of God, where she is fed for three and a 
half years, or until the end of the desolation. 
During this time there will be a reign of terror 
for Israel. Daniel speaks of this as a time of 
trouble such as never was even unto that time. 
Jesus also refers to the trouble of which Dan- 
iel spoke. 

This is the fall of national Israel. The man 
child has been caught up to God and His throne, 
and the woman has fled into the wilderness, 
where she has a place prepared of God, that they 
should feed her there for twelve hundred sixty 
days, or three and a half years. 

It may be asked, “Who are those who pass into 
great trouble after the man child is caught up, 
if the woman is to be caught away to a place of 
safety?” I answer, this woman represents the 
frame work of Israel’s government. During the 
world war the Russians feared their capital would 
be taken, so they moved the seat of their govern- 
ment from Petrograd to Moscow. In the same 
manner Israel will move her seat of government, 
with all her records and laws. This explains the 
travail of Zion, spoken of in Isaiah 66, which we 
have already mentioned. Only the woman, the 
framework of the government, will be moved to 
a place of safety during the time that Zion tra- 
vails. Those of her citizens who are not taken 
out at the rapture of the man child, will be the 
mourners of Zion. 

But Isaiah speaks also of another birth. He 
says, “After Zion travailed she brought forth her 
children.’ This is the nation born in a day; born 
at the sight of Jesus when He shall have returned, 
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at the time of His glorious appearing. For they 
shall see Him whom they have pierced and shall 
repent. This will be the birth of that part of 
Israel which belongs to the unbelieving class. 

The first birth will produce the overcomers, 
to be raptured out of Israel. The last birth will 
come through the terrific pangs of nationaf tribu- 
lation which will come upon those of Israel who 
are left, after the overcoming ones have been 
caught up in their rapture. When Zion travails 
she will bring forth her children, for the spirit 
of real repentance will be poured out on the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem. Zech. 12:9-14 says: 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that I 
will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem. 

“And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and supplication: and they shall look upon 
Me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one 
that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 

“In that day shall there be a great mourning 
in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon 
in the valley of Megiddon. And the land shall 
mourn, every family apart; the family of the 
house of David apart, and their wives apart; the 
family of the house of Nathan apart, and their 
wives apart; the family of the house of Levi 
apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei 
apart, and their wives apart; all the families that 
remain, every family apart, and their wives 
apart. - 

This is the day of Israel’s repentance. This 
is the day in which a fountain will be opened in 
the house of David, Zech. 13:1: “In that day 
there shall be a fountain opened in the house of 
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David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin 
and for uncleanness. This is the glorious day of 
His glorious appearing, for which Paul so ardent- 
ly looked, Titus 2:18: “Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


CHAPTER XIV. 
The Man Child. 


In the previous chapter we identified the sun- 
clad woman as national Israel in great promin- 
ence before the Gentile nations. In this chapter 
we wish to identify the man child. 


I. MAN CHILD—BELIEVING ISRAEL 


There will be two classes in national Israel. 
One will be the class which we may call believ- 
ing Israel. This class will believe that Jesus was 
the Messiah, the Son of God; that He was cruci- 
fied, arose again, and ascended to heaven; that 
from thence He will come again as the Messiah. 
To this class the man child will belong. This class 
is represented on the chart as wise virgins. 

The other class will be those who, although be- 
lieving in Messiah, and looking for Him, still re- 
ject Jesus as that Messiah. These are the foolish 
virgins. 

These two classes have a common faith in 
Jehovah. 


Il. BIRTH OF MAN CHILD 


The birth of the man child company will take 
place at the time of the overthrow of national 
Israel, who has been in great national pre-emi- 
nence (see chart). The birth of this company will 
be their separation from the national body. 
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As we have said before, the great prominence 
of Israel will arouse the anger and jealousy of 
the federated Gentile nations, who are under the 
Antichrist, Rev. 11:18. Because of these angry 
nations, Antichrist will break his treaty with na- 
tional Israel, as seen in the prophecy of Dan. 9:27; 
and with a host raised for that purpose will pro- 
ceed against the sanctuary, as seen in Dan. 8:12 
“And a host was given him against the daily sac- 
rifice (Israel’s worship) by reason of transgres- 
sion, and it (the host) cast down the truth to the 
ground; and it practiced and prospered.” At that 
time war will be declared against Israel and the 
time of great trouble, such as never was and 
never will be again, will have come upon national 
Israel. 

God is ever watching over His saints, and as 
soon as the worship of Israel is removed, the 
birth of the man child will take place, and he 
will be caught up to God and His throne. This 
birth of the man child is so closely associated with 
his deliverance, of which Daniel speaks, that we 
may call it his deliverance. Dan. 12:1 says, “At 
that time (middle of the week, Dan. 12:7) thy 
people shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book. 

Therefore: The birth, the catching up, and the 
deliverance of the mon child company are prac- 
tically the same, and mean their rapture. God 
is taking care of the believing overcomers of 
Israel. 


1. His Relationship to Israel 


Notice that the man child will be delivered from 
the sun-clad woman. Since this woman repre- 
sents national Israel, her product, her offspring, 
must be the children of Israel. This proves the 
position already taken in this treatise, that there 
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will be no Gentiles in this ruling man child body. 
This is Israel’s rapture exclusively. 


2. His Relationship to Time 


The fact has been seripturally proved that the 
catching up of the man child will take place at 
the middle of the seventieth week of Daniel, or 
three and a half years from the beginning of the 
peaceful entrance of the Antichrist under the 
first seal, and three and a half years before the 
end of his reign of terror. This fact is anchored, 
it can not be dislocated, it is fixed. The man 
child can not be Christ, for the middle of the 
week, and the sounding of the last trumpet within 
the time period of the seventh seal could not pos- 
sibly be the year 1, B. C., nor 4 B. C. 


3. His Relationship to Daniel 


This deliverance of the man child will be at the 
time of great trouble, Dan. 12:1. Daniel is speak- 
ing of his people, for Gabriel said, “At that time 
(middle of week) thy people (Israel) shall be de- 
livered, every one that shall be found written in 
the book.” This is Israel’s record book, kept in 
heaven. 

This is a marvelous statement which sheds a 
flood of light upon this subject. There is not a 
statement in prophecy which contradicts the 
truth that “thy people” means the house of Is- 
rael. The house of Israel will be the sun, moon, 
and twelve stars with which the “woman” is 
clothed; and the offspring of that woman, the 
man child, will be no other than the children of 
Israel, just as Jacob’s children were the children 
of Jacob, or Israel. 

Then we are convinced of this truth, viz., the 
man child will be the children of the house of Is- 
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rael, who have their names written in the book. 
sj esus said, “Rejoice because your names are writ- 
ten in heaven.” 


4. His Relationship to the Trumpets 


The man child will be caught up to God and His 
throne. They are delivered because their names 
are written in the book. From this we under- 
stand that God has not varied His plan, for He 
always takes the peculiarly equipped ones out of 
the body. This deliverance is the only deliver- 
ance of Israel of which we have any record, and 
it will take place at the sounding of the seventh, 
or last, trumpet, Rev. 11:15. 

Then the theory that makes the seventh angel 
trumpet to be the “trump of God,” of which 1 
Thess. 4:16 speaks, or any other trumpet than 
what it is plainly stated to be, the seventh, is 
clearly unscriptural. No amount of reasoning can 
make this seventh angel trumpet, which was an- 
nounced by the sixth angel as still in the future, 
mean the trump of God, which will be sounded 
at the rapture of the Gentile overcomers; and the 
last angel trumpet belongs to the house of Israel, 
and will sound for the full overcomers of Israel. 


5. His Relationship to the Gentile Rapture 


Neither can the man child be the same as the 
Bride. The trumpet of God will call the raptured 
body of Gentiles up to meet Jesus in the air, and 
at no place in the word can this be applied except 
to 1 Thess. 4:15-18: 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with Him. 

“For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
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the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. 

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord. 

“Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 

The last angel trumpet follows six other trum- 
pets. All of these, taken together, represent the 
time period which lies between the trumpet of 
God, and the seventh angel trumpet. At the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet the man child 
is caught up to God and His throne. There is 
not a sentence in the Bible which indicates that 
the man child rapture has any relationship to the 
rapture of the Gentile overcomers, either in time, 
position, or place. How can we, then, accept the 
theory of dislocating this portion of God’s word, 
and giving it a position to which it can claim no 
relationship whatever? 


6. His Relationship to the Angel Gabriel 


Let us again refer to Dan. 12:1 for further 
light. The prophet tells us that not only will de- 
liverance be given to this body, but that, at the 
transit of this ruling body across the skies 
through the powers of the prince of the air, Mich- 
ael will stand up. Michael always stands up when 
the children of the house of Israel need him. 
Michael: seems to be the general of the angelic 
hosts. When the body of Moses was transported, 
Satan raised a contention as to who should have 
it, Jude 9. Michael prevailed at that time by re- 
buking Satan in the name of the Lord; but when 
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the man child body makes its transit, there will 
be more than a contention. A decisive battle will 
be fought, Rev. 12:7, 8. 

This makes the deliverance of which Daniel 
speaks (12:1) identical with the deliverance of 
the man child, Rev. 12:5. Then those whose 
names are written in the book must be believing 
Israel, who are the man child for whom Michael 
will stand up. 

At this time Satan, with all his forces, will be 
cast out into the earth. Then Michael, the prince 
of this mighty overcoming body which is called 
the man child, will victoriously proceed, with the 
are angels of glory, up to the throne 
re) ; 


7. His Relationship to Prophecy 


There is another reference to which I wish to 
call your attention, Isa. 66:7: “Before she tra- 
vailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, 
she was delivered of a man child.” 

Before Israel travailed she brought forth a 
man child. This is in line with what we have 
said. We know that Israel will not travail when 
she is in great political prominence; but her pains 
will begin when she is deprived of her worship. 
We have shown that simultaneously with the 
overthrowing of national Israel, the man child 
will be caught up. This is the birth of a man 
child, of which Isaiah speaks. 


Ill. WHO IS THE MAN CHILD? 


The man child is a chosen body composed ex- 
clusively of overcoming Israelites, from the liv- 
ing and the dead, selected and caught out as the 
raptured company. They will be the first fruits of 
the wheat harvest (see chart), and will be a repre- 
sentative body. The fact that they are caught up 
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to God and His throne makes them a raptured 
body. , 

You will notice on the chart another raptured 
company, composed of the Bride and the full over- 
comers. These, with the tribulation saints, con- 
stitute what Paul calls, in Rom. 11:25, the full 
measure of the Gentiles. We have shown these 
to be exclusively Gentiles, and they belong to the 
first order of the reckoning time. 

In like manner the time from the catching up, 
or rapture, of the man child company, to the glor- 
ious appearing of Christ, will constitute the reck- 
oning time of Israel, who belong to the last order 
of the reckoning time. This is the order Jesus 
gave in the parable of the laborers. Then, as the 
rapture of the Gentile full overcomers and their 
fullness is exclusively Gentile, so the rapture of 
the man child will be exclusively Israel. 

On the chart you will also see these two orders 
expressed. First, the barley harvest; second, the 
wheat harvest. Each of these two have their 
sheaf of first fruits, which must be offered in 
their respective order. 

That we may scripturally recognize the body 
that constitutes the man child, we will let the 
scriptures speak, Rev. 14:1-3. 

“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the 
mount Sion, and with Him an hundred and forty 
and four thousand, having His Father’s name 
written in their foreheads. And I heard a voice 
from heaven, as the voice of harpers harping with 
their harps: and they sung as it were a new song 
before the throne, and before the four beasts, and 
the elders: and no man could learn that song but 
the hundred and forty and four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the earth.” 

This is a striking revelation. John saw a body 
of a hundred forty-four thousand before the 
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throne of God and before the living creatures and 
elders. They were with the Lamb also, so they 
were a heavenly body. They have the Father’s 
name written in their foreheads. They are sep- 
arate from other bodies that might be around 
the throne, because they sang a new song that 
no man could learn but the hundred forty-four 
thousand. 


IV. MARKS OF IDENTITY 


There are three marks which identify this hun- 
dred forty-four thousand who are on Mount Zion 
after their rapture, with the hundred forty-four 
thousand whom John saw sealed in the seventh 
chapter, before they came to the time of Israel’s 
rapture. 

First: We see there in chapter 7 that a hundred 
forty-four thousand were sealed, and that is the 
number John saw on Mount Zion. 

Second: They were sealed in their foreheads. 
Those whom John saw in Rev. 14:1, had the 
Father’s name written in their foreheads. 

Third: They were Israelites, exclusively. Those 
whom John saw later before the throne of God 
were separated in their worship, for they sang 
a song no man could learn. 

The first two of these points make the hun- 
dred forty-four thousand whom John saw on 
Mount Zion, identical with the sealed hundred 
forty-four thousand. Therefore those on Mount 
Zion were exclusively Israel, for twelve thousand 
from each of the twelve tribes were sealed. There 
ean be no doubt that these hundred forty-four 
thousand sealed ones of the seventh chapter of 
Revelation were those whom Daniel, in 12:1, said 
would be delivered at the middle of the seventieth 
week; for these, who were sealed by the mighty 
angel with the seal of the living God, must also 
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have had their names written in the book. Daniel 
had reference to Israelites only, for Gabriel had 
said “thy people,” or Israel. 

Not only are the hundred forty-four thousand 
who were sealed delivered, but there are others 
also. Jesus said to the seventy disciples, when 
they returned so full of joy to tell Jesus how that 
even the devils were subject to them, that they 
should rejoice rather that their names were writ- 
ten in heaven, Luke 10:20. 

When Daniel said that every one should be de- 
livered whose name was found written in the 
book, he did not make a careless statement. It 
can be applied to no people but the Israelites, and 
to no time but the middle of the week. All of the 
faithful Israelites will be delivered. 

As the man child is the only company delivered 
or caught out at the time of which Daniel speaks 
(Dan. 12:7), the man child must be the company 
which John saw on Mount Zion, after they had 
been caught out, viz., a company composed of Is- 
raelites only, among whom will be the apostles 
of our Lord, who are to rule; the hundred forty- 
four thousand sealed ones of Rev. 7; and all oth- 
ers who belong to the ruling body of Israel; for 
ae man child is the ruling body, raptured at that 

ime. 


V. HIS CHARACTER 


To further identify this great company of rap- 
tured Israel, let us read Rev. 14:4, 5, where we 
see the same company of which we have been 
speaking: 

“These are they which are not defiled with 
women: for they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 
These were redeemed from among men, being the 
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in 
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their mouth was found no guile: for they are 
without fault before the throne of God.” 
1. Virgins 

We see in the above quoted scripture that they 
are virgins. When our Lord gave the parable of 
the ten virgins He was speaking of national Is- 
rael. We have already spoken of the two classes 
of which she will be made up. 

The ten virgins represent these two classes. 
The five wise virgins represent the believing 
class who will be ready, and looking for the Bride- 
groom. They are not the Bride, for the Bride will 
be Gentile. The wise virgins were ready to join 
the bridal procession (see chart). The foolish 
virgins were looking for the Bridegroom, but 
were delaying His coming, and were not ready. 
They represent the unready and unbelieving part 
of Israel. 

The five went in to the marriage, and the door 
(to the marriage) was shut. If you will follow 
the chart you will see there are three companies 
who will be present at the marriage. They are 
the raptured Gentiles, from among whom the 
Bride is chosen, the tribulation saints, and the 
man child, or the raptured body of Israel. This 
is the last place where we have a record of any 
one going up to the marriage. Jesus said, ‘They 
that were ready went in to the marriage: and 
the door was shut.” This locates the parable. 
The foolish went away into the fearful trouble 
of Jacob, the great tribulation. 

Thomas said he would not believe Jesus had 
arisen until he saw for himself; so that part of 
Israel who are represented by the five foolish 
virgins will not believe Jesus is the Messiah until 
they see Him. 
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2. They Followed the Lamb 


This man child company were followers of Je- 
sus Christ. They must, therefore, be those whom 
Jesus called, and all those of Israel who have be- 
lieved on Him since He left His precious message. 
They followed Him in sacrifice, laying down their 
lives for Him. They followed Him in self-denial. 
They followed the Lamb whithersoever He went. 


3. They Were the First Fruits 


“These were redeemed from among men, being 
the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb,” Rev. 
14:4 


We have spoken in a previous chapter of the 
firstfruits of the barley harvest, and shown them 
to be the raptured Gentiles. We wish you to not- 
ice this, that raptured body were not sealed in 
their foreheads, but they were given “a white 
stone, and in that stone a new name written,” 
Rev. 2:17. This indicates a wide difference be- 
tween the raptured ones of the Gentiles, as seen 
in the firstfruits of the barley harvest, and the 
raptured ones of Israel, as seen in the firstfruits 
of the wheat harvest. 

But, let us notice further. Although the hun- 
dred forty-four thousand were sealed before the 
church came to its fullness, they were not taken 
out with the church, for we see them again in 
Rev. 9:4, gloriously preserved by divine power 
from the plagues of the fifth angel trumpet. Here 
is another unquestionable proof that no Israelites 
will be in the Gentile rapture, neither will they 
be in the Gentile fullness. Then the only rational 
thing to do is to follow the inspired order of 
the word. 

We see this same company again as those who 
were separated from national Israel, and caught 


THe Man CuILp 157 


up to God in the person of the man child. These 
will be the firstfruits of Israel—their raptured 
ones. This proves two raptures: one before the 
tribulation, which is exclusively Gentile, and one 
at the catching up of the man child, which is ex- 
clusively Israelite. 


4. They Were Faultless 


The firstfruit offerings were always without 
blemish. No half filled head of wheat or barley 
was ever chosen to be put into the sheaf of first 
fruits. When the offerer came with this first- 
fruits sheaf, it was always composed of the choi- 
cest heads, chosen out from the whole field. 

Those whom John saw were the first fruits of 
Israel. They were perfect and “without fault be- 
fore the throne of God.” As we see them on 
Mount Zion, they were washed, cleansed, sancti- 
fied, saved and sealed. 


CHAPTER XV. 
The Millennium. 


In closing this book, we think it unnecessary to 
give much space to the discussion of the age 
known as the millennium. 

Five things of world-wide interest will take 
place at the close of the reign of terror, and the 
opening of the reign of peace. 


I. THE GLORIOUS APPEARING OF CHRIST 


First: The long looked for glorious appearing 
of Christ will take place immediately after the 
marriage of the Lamb (see chart). Christ will 
come to the earth. No one is caught up to meet 
Him at this time. 

He will not come unaccompanied, for with Him 
will be His beautiful heavenly Bride, and all who 
are to reign with Him and minister to Him while 
He is on the earth. We are told (Rev. 19:11-16) 
that there will be a wonderful white horse cav- 
alry. All will be clothed with the glory and splen- 
dor of heaven. Then all the people of the earth 
will know of the great victory which His coming 
will bring. 


Il. ARMAGEDDON 


Second: The battle of Armageddon will be 
fought. Some have said that the language which 
John uses to describe this awful conflict is fig- 
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urative; but we believe the blood will begin to 
flow before Christ will appear; that it will be a 
real battle between the nations federated under 
the Antichrist, and the Israelites in Jerusalem; 
and that Christ’s coming with the hosts of heaven 
will terminate it. 


Ill. THE ANTICHRIST AND THE FALSE 
PROPHET 


Third: The Antichrist and the false prophet 
will be taken and cast alive into a lake of fire. 
Thus will terminate the career upon the earth of 
these two persons who have overthrown Israel’s 
government and caused two thirds of her people 
to perish during the reign of terror, Zech. 13:8, 9. 

It will last only three and a half years, but the 
conflict will be terrific. The earth will flow with 
blood, and none but the all-conquering hosts of 
heaven could win the victory. 


IV. THE DEVIL CHAINED 


Fourth: The devil will be bound and cast into 
the bottomless pit, where he shall remain dur- 
ing the thousand years of the mellennial glory 
of Christ. This is the stroke that will rid the 
earth of all that hurts or destroys. There will 
be no devil to accuse us, no imps of hell to molest, 
no Antichrist or false prophet to deceive; for the 
morning of the day in which all wounds will be 
healed will have broken and earth will begin to 
bloom forth like the Garden of Eden. 


V. JESUS REVEALED 


Fifth: Another all important prophecy will be 
fulfilled just as that morning breaks. Jesus, who 
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will then be King of kings and Lord of lords, will 
make Himself known to His brethren. 

It will not be His glory that they will recognize, 
but they will know Him by the wounds in His side, 
His hands, and His feet. They will ask, “What 
are these wounds in Thine hands?” and He shall 
say, “Those with which I was wounded in the 
house of My friends,” Zech. 13:6. 

These five things must come to pass before the 
reign of terror can come to a close, and the reign 
of peace be ushered in. This will be the great 
day of the earth. It will be the commencement 
of the time of peace, rest, and righteousness. 

Let us now study this thousand years of mil- 
lennial glory. 


VI. THE KINGDOM ORGANIZED 


This is the kingdom for which we pray when 
we say, “Thy kingdom come.” There will be a 
definitely organized kingdom during this reign. 
Its seat of power will be at Jerusalem, and its 
beneficence will radiate through the whole world. 


1. Throne of Glory 


When Jesus said, in Matt. 19:28, “When I come 
into the throne of My glory,” He meant this 
throne that will be set up at Jerusalem. This 
will be a time of realities. No doubt there were 
many who made light of His first coming, but 
the reality of the prophecies of that coming was 
seen in their fufillment. At this time many are 
making light of the prophecies of His second 
coming, and scoff at the idea of a real kingdom 
being set up; but God’s word was fulfilled in 
the first coming of Christ, and it will be fulfilled 
in His second coming. The one is a proof that 
the other will be, also. 

The plan of God may have been changed when 
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the Jews rejected Jesus and crucified Him, but 
God never changes His purpose. His purpose is 
to set up an earthly kingdom, with a real throne 
and a real King. 


2. Thrones 


After the awful slaughter at the battle of Ar- 
mageddon, and every one who had been in the 
ranks of the Antichrist had been slain, the veil 
ae lifted and thrones appeared to John, Rev. 

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given unto them: and I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit- 
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their fore- 
heads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” 

Associated with these thrones are those who 
suffered martyrdom, among them the apostles of 
Christ. Our thought has often been arrested by 
what the fifth seal (Rev. 6:9) disclosed. You will 
remember that John said he saw the souls under 
the altar, and heard their cry. Who were they? 
Evidently they were Israelites. They were ex- 
ceedingly worthy, for they had died for the testi- 
mony of Jesus, but they were still under the altar 
(sacrificial altar), and their blood was poured out 
at its base. They were told to rest yet a little 
while. If they had been Gentiles they would have 
belonged to the Gentile rapture. 

The facts indicate that they were Israelites who 
had given their lives for the sake of Jesus; and 
because they were Israelites, their judgment was 
at thattime still pending. No doubt they were 
in a place of felicity, but the full fruition of their 
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joy could not come until they should have received 
their judgment of awards. 

It is possible they were the apostles whom Je- 
sus appointed, for they lost their lives thus. Some 
may say that the apostles whom Jesus said should 
occupy twelve thrones, will be in the rapture of 
the Gentile church; but they say this without 
fully considering this part of Revelation. We still 
see them under the altar after the Gentile rap- 
ture has taken place. That of itself is proof that 
they did not go up in that order. They were told 
to rest yet a little while longer, until their fel- 
low servants and their brethren (Jewish) should 
be killed as they were. The apostles will rule on 
the twelve thrones Jesus promised them, and all 
who have suffered with Him and overcome shall 
also reign with Him, but Gentiles will sit down 
with Jesus in His throne (Rev. 3:31) and the 
apostles will sit on twelve thrones, Matt. 19:28. 


The Millennial Reign 


It is difficult for us to understand the infinite 
sweep of liberty which will be given to the glori- 
fied beings who will come back to the earth with 
Christ. After the resurrection of Christ He had 
the power of coming and going, of appearing and 
disappearing at will, of eating and drinking; and 
when the resurrected ones shall see Him, “they 
to be like Him, for they shall see Him as 

e is.” 

We believe they will have a wonderful power 
of freedom. The devil will no longer contend with 
them, for he will be bound. Doubtless time and 
space will be annihilated, so that they will move 
to Africa, Greenland, or to any other place like 
a flash of thought, at the call of Jesus; even as 
now our thoughts are flashed to the ends of the 
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earth at the touch of the telegraph or wireless 
operator. 


Vil. CHANGES DURING THE MILLENNIUM 


There will be physical changes. We are told 
‘in Zech. 14:4 that His (Christ’s) feet shall stand 
in that day upon the Mount of Olives, and that it 
shall cleave assunder and there shall be a very 
great valley. The mountains shall be made low. 
Isa. 54:10 says, “The mountains shall depart and 
the hills be removed.” 

Barren deserts shall blossom as the rose, for 
Isa. 35:1, 2 says: “The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing.” 

The islands and mountains shall change. Rev. 
15:20 says, “And every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found.” 

Desolate cities shall become prosperous, for 
Isa. 54:1-3 says: 

“Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break 
forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst 
not travail with child: for more are the children 
of the desolate than the children of the married 
wife, saith the Lord. 


“Enlarge the place of thy tent,, and let them 


stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: 
spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall 
inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities 
to be inhabited.” 

Physical weakness shall disappear, Isa. 35:5, 6. 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
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of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shal! 
waters break out, and streams in the desert.” 

Earth shall be restored to Edenic beauty, Isa. 
Dice: 

“For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will com- 
fort all her waste places; and He will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the 
garden of the Lord: joy and gladness shall be 
found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 
melody.” 

There will be changes concerning Israel and the 
Gentiles, Isa. 60:14-18: 

“The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall 
come bending unto thee; and all they that de- 
spised thee shall bow themselves down at the 
soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The 
city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of 
Israel. 

“Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, 
so that no man went through thee, I will make 
thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many gen- 
erations. 

“Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, 
and shalt suck the breast of kings: and thou shalt 
know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy 
Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 

“For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will 
bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones 
iron: I will also make thy officers peace, and thine 
exactors righteousness. 

“Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, 
wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but 
thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
Praise.” 

There will be social changes. As space will 
not permit us to quote all these references, let 
us turn to Isaiah, sixtieth chapter. Here we see 
that Israel will become the light bearers. 
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Gentiles shall come to that light, verse 3. 

They shall come with great merchandise, 
verse 6. 

They shall come with great flocks and herds, 
verse 7. 

They shall come from the isles of the sea, 
verse 9. 

They shall come to minister as _ servants, 
verse 10. 

They shall come continually. and in great mul- 
titudes, verse 11. 

There will be great changes in man’s physical 
nature. We are told that man shall live out his 
days during the millennium. Isa. 65:20 says, 
“There shall be no more an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days: for 
the child shall die an hundred years old.” The 
thought is that men shall again return to the 
length of days they once possessed. At a hun- 
dred years old they will still have the vigor and 
freshness of a child, and, in all probability, will 
live to be a thousand years old. 

All this is not out of harmony, for Jesus is 
coming back to reign on the earth and to restore 
all things. He will remove the curse, and the 
earth will then respond. He not only will remove 
the curse, but will organize all things and set 
them moving in the way of righteousness. 

We know that when man fell, his hand of per- 
version was felt over all things, as Paul shows us 
in Rom. 8:20-22: 

“For the creature was made subject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope, because the creature 
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God. For we know that the whole crea- 
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tion groaneth and travaileth in pain together un- 
til now.” ; 

In all this passage “creature”? means creation, 
the same as in the last verse. 

Oppression has caused a hatred against man 
in most animals, and the desire to kill has taken 
possession of them. All this will be changed, 
however, for we read in Isa. 65:25: 

“The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and 
dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, saith 
the Lord.” 

There will also be changes in the reception of 
the gospel. We grow weary now, as we see so 
few who heed the message of salvation. Our 
hearts weep because of the utter indifference ex- 
pressed by most of those who hear the gospel of 
Jesus Christ; but when the millennial age shall 
dawn, there will be a marvelous change. There 
will be no change in the gospel of salvation, for 
the gospel of grace, which saves both Jew and 
Gentile now, will be the gospel of grace then. 
The change will be in the readiness and eager- 
ness with which it will be received. 

There will be no opposing spirit to hinder the 
acceptance of the gospel, and man’s hunger will 
be great. Practically all who hear this great mes- 
sage will believe it and receive it. It will be like 
fire driven before the wind; it will spread until 
salvation shall cover the earth. 

There will not only be a change in the recep- 
tion of the gospel, but in the messengers who 
will minister it. Since the early days, the gos- 
pel of grace has been given out by the Gentile 
church; but during the millennium it will again 
radiate to all the world from Jerusalem. 

Now the Israelites are scattered among all na- 
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tions, and are subjected to much humiliation ; 
but during the millennium, Israel will again be 
clothed with power and authority. Christ Jesus 
will again send forth disciples, but with royal 
authority, not in humility. Not seventy only, but 
a whole nation will be empowered and sent forth. 
Then Heb. 8:10, 11, which has already been quot- 
ed, will be fulfilled. 

Israel must fulfill her part of the covenant. 
There was a time when Israel received the law 
of the covenant on tables of stones; but the time 
is coming when the law of God will be written on 
the tables of their hearts. This will be in the 
millennium. Ezek. 36:26, 27: 

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will put 
My spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and 
do them.” 


VIlf. ALL NATIONS WILL BE REACHED 


God’s covenant provides that all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed. There were several 
things provided for in the covenant between God 
and Abraham, Gen. 12:2, 3. Abraham’s part was 
to separate himself, as shown in the first verse 
of this chapter, then God would do three things 
for him. 

First: “I will make of thee a great nation.” 

Second: “I will bless thee and make thy name 
great.” 

Third: “In thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed.” 

There were three separations clearly mentioned 
as conditions in this covenant. 

First: A separation from his country. 


nee 
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Second: A separation from his kindred and 
his father’s house. 

Third: A separation unto a land which God 
would give him. 


The conditions laid upon Abraham were ful- 
filled and his faith, which led him to act upon 
God’s call, was put to his credit, for we are told 
that “Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness,” Rom. 4:3. 


God will surely fulfill His part in this covenant, 
but we can not say that it has yet been done. It 
was renewed throughout the ages, down to the 
coming of Jesus Christ; but suddenly, as it were, 
He was rejected and crucified, and the kingdom 
was postponed. 

Now the postponment of this kingdom is what 
the prophets could not understand; it was the 
mystery, hidden in God. We can now see that 
the great purpose of God was not only that Abra- 
ham should be a blessing, or that a nation should 
come forth; but the great thing was that Abra- 
ham and the nation should come forth for the 
great purpose of blessing ail families of the 
earth. 

We can see that all families have not yet been 
reached and blessed. God’s part of the covenant 
involved time, and it is not yet all fulfilled. The 
business of Israel during the millennium will be 
to minister the gospel of Jesus Christ to all the 
families of the earth, for it is through that gos- 
pel that all families are to be blessed. 


IX. THE END 


This is the end to which Jesus referred when 
He said, in Matt. 24:14, “And this gospel shall 
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be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.” 

There are only a few things concerning this 
end of time that we will mention. 


1. Satan Loosed 


We note the loosing of Satan for a little season, 
Rev. 20:7, 8: 

“And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle: the number of 
whom is as the sand of the sea.” 


We can not understand God’s mind in loosing 
Satan, but we may conjecture that it will be for 
the purpose of letting the unworthy ones sift 
themselves out from the ranks of those who have 
fully accepted Christ during the thousand years. 
During this time no one has been tested. for 
Satan has been chained. Now they will be tested, 
and all who remain true will be saved. 


2. Satan Cast Into the Lake of Fire 
“And the. devil that deceiveth them was cast 


into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 


beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and ever,” Rev. 
20:10. 


This is Satan’s last overthrow. We see Isaiah’s 
forecast of this once mighty one in chapter 14: 
12-22, to which we refer you. We see that Satan 
was first cast out of heaven; then he will be 
bound, and cast into the pit for a thousand years. 
His final overthrow is seen in the passage of scrip- 
ture quoted above. 


_— 
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3. The Great White Throne 


“And I saw a great white throne, and Him that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. 

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened; and an- 
other book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books according to 
their works. 

“And the sea gave up the dead which were in 
it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. 

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death. 

“And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life were cast into the lake of fire,” Rev. 
20:11-15. 

Before this throne of Almighty God, all the 
wicked dead will be summoned. Here the books 
will be opened, and every phase of the life of 
each person standing there will be judged. Sins 
long forgotten and sins remembered, sins of 
omission—all will come under the searching eye 
of Almighty God. There will be no escape. Many 
will have successfully passed off their lives be- 
fore men, but nothing can pass this point. 

Here a marvelous thing will take place. No- 
tice, we aro told that after those books were 
opened another book was opened—the book of 
life. We can not tell what will be in the first 
books, but they may be, figuratively speaking, 
groaning under the weight of sinful lives. How- 
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ever, we do know what will be in the BOOK OF 
LIFE, and why it will be opened. 

It will not be opened to record names, but to see 
whose names have already been recorded. Notice 
the glory attending the opening of this book of 
life. He who holds it is the glorified Son of Man. 
He is the representative of everyone whose name 
has been recorded there. 


4, Second Death 


“And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Christ 
gave Himself, His blood, His life, that every one 
might have his name recorded in this book of life. 
He has done all He could to save mankind, but the 
end has come and millions are not saved from 
the lake of fire. This will be their irreparable 
loss. 

Thank God, there is now still time to act. The 
record of our lives will be exposed to the eyes of 
that shining, glorified host of angels, unless our 
sins are covered by the precious BLOOD OF JE- 
SUS CHRIST. Reader, have you had this blood 
applied ? 

Notice that (see chart) after the great white 
throne judgment all classes and orders will again 
pass into the realm of the skies and the earth 
will be dissolved, 2 Peter 3:10: “But the day of 


the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 


which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are there- 
in shall be burned up.” 

These classes will be the Bride, the Lamb’s 
wife; 

All the saved of Israel; and 

The Gentile nations who are saved in all time, 
Rey 21:24: 
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“And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth 
do bring their glory and honour into it.” 

These classes will constitute the city of the 
New Jerusalem which will come down, after this 
earth has been renovated by fire. They will in- 
habit the new heaven and the new earth. 

As one writer has said, we dare not speculate 
on this. We can go no farther than the scrip- 
tures, as we have them in the twenty-first and 
twenty-second chapters of Revelation. 

* * 


For this book, which is now to close, we ask a 
place in your study. We pray that it will work 
for the unity of the body, the perfecting of the 
saints, the salvation of souls, the baptism of be- 
lievers with the Holy Spirit; and that the glory 
of coe may be better expressed by all those who 
read it. 
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